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I’m writing this on the first 

day of Spring with the sun shining, 
and we’re under a winter storm 
watch.  That’s a bit ironic, but isn’t 
life like that lots of times.  We may 
have lots to look forward to and 
high expectations for the future, but 
then a cloud comes over us and 
the cloud just pulls us right down 
into the doldrums.  It could be a 
physical illness, chronic or other 
wise.  It could be a relationship that 
is broken or is on the verge of 
breaking.  It might be the economy, 
or there is something at work that is 
nagging at us.  Whatever it might 
be, let me encourage you to take it 
to the Lord.  In prayer, just submit it 
to the Lord and let Him speak to 
you.  John 16:7  says, 

“Nevertheless I tell you the truth; 
It is expedient for you that I go 

away: for if I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto 
you; but if I depart, I will send 
him unto you.”   

The Greek word 
for Comforter is 
“Paraklaytos” which can 
also be translated, 
“intercessor, consoler, 
or advocate”.  An inter-
cessor is one who inter-
cedes for us, so 
whether we are in need 
or not, the Comforter 
will state our case be-
fore the Almighty God, 
Creator of the universe, 
like a lawyer would state our case 
before a judge.  We are quick to call 
on a lawyer, when we’re in legal 
trouble, so we should follow the 
same reasoning on a day-to-day 
basis with God.  We call upon the 
Comforter, that He might intercede 
for us, and that He might be our ad-
vocate with the Father in heaven.  
The Comforter will also console us.  
He’ll remind us that our Father in 
heaven is greater and more power-

St. Ansgar’s  
Maintenance Position   

This part-time position 
(approx 6-8 hours per week or 
less) will be primarily respon-
sible for the general mainte-
nance of the mechanical sys-
tems of the Church.   If you 
are interested in learning 
more about the position, 
please contact Pastor Gary 
Schulz at 263-3645. 

INFINITE GRACE 
WOMEN of FAITH  

CONFERENCE 2008  

RELAX! Join us and learn why you 
can stop trying so hard. Come and see 
what it can mean to rest in God’s amaz-
ing, unequaled,  INFINITE GRACE  

St. Paul, MN—October 17-18, 2008 
Xcel Energy Center  

Tickets $129 early bird pricing.  Buy 
tickets now—sells out fast!  

For more information talk to Becky 
Youngmark @ 263-8193 

ful than any force or enemy that we 
encounter here on earth.  That is a 
great comfort to us, in any situation 

we find ourselves.  Just 
being reminded of God’s 
love and power will lift 
that cloud that wants to 
follow us around.  We 
can be set free from the 
doldrums or from what-
ever it is that is pulling us 
down.  Life is worth the 
living when we call upon 
the Comforter, the Holy 
Spirit, to come and walk 
with us through the val-
ley, into green pastures 

and beside the still waters.  And 
there will be Spring, even if we have 
to endure a snowstorm on the first 
day of Spring.  

Pastor Gary 

ENDOWMENT FUND  

Are there advantages to making a 
charitable gift during my lifetime?  

A donor who is going to make a gift to 
charity must decide whether to make the 
gift during lifetime or at death. Making a 
charitable gift during lifetime provides 
several benefits to a donor that is not 
available to a donor who makes a gift at 
death. These include a charitable income 
tax deduction, the removal of future ap-
preciation on the asset from the donor’s 
estate, the option of receiving an annual 
income each year in return for the gift 
and the opportunity for the donor to se 
his or her gift being put to good use. In 
addition, making a lifetime gift, just as 
with a gift made at death, removes the 
value of the gifted asset from the donor’s 
estate, reducing any associated estate tax 
liability.  

Consider a gift to the St. Ansgar’s En-
dowment Fund, the gift that keeps on 
giving.   

JAM (Jesus And Me) 
After-school program starts up again 
on March 12th from 3 -4:15 pm.  
Registration forms on table by Youth 
board across from restrooms.  Every 
child needs to fill out a new registra-
tion.  Any questions call D.W. at 
263-3645, ext. 18 

Top 10 least spoken  
phrases at church 

10. “Eh, we don’t need to serve cof-
fee.” 

9. “Did everyone see the new      
Porsche I bought?” 

8. “Let’s replace the Bibles in the 
pews with TV Guides.” 

7.“I’m just glad everyone here knows 
how to use technology.” 

6. “Is there any more work we can 
give to the secretary?” 

5. “Did you guys catch ‘Paradise   
Hotel’ last night?” 

4. “This morning we’re going to sing 
every hymn twice.” 

3. “Can we get a smaller cross?” 

2. “We’ve decided we don’t need a 
service on Easter.” 

1. “We need longer sermons.” 

Believe it or not, winter is actually my 
favorite season.  I think it’s the kid in 
me that still gets excited to see the 
snowflakes fall to the ground or to go 
outside and slide down the hills.  But 
even I have had enough of winter for 
this year, so I’ve been happy to see 
the temperature rise and the snow 
slowly melt away.  That’s what I love 
about Minnesota: penguin climate 
winters, Mojave grade summers.  

And with the approach of summer 
comes the opportunity for many fun 
church-related activities.  Regardless 
of what grade you’re in, there’s some-
thing for you that’s guaranteed to be a 
great time.  

If you’re in Preschool through 5th 
grade, that means you have the op-
portunity to attend Vacation Bible 
School.  This year, we’re once again 
joining our efforts with First English 
Lutheran church.  Although this year, 
we’ve asked the staff from Luther 
Park (a camp in Wisconsin) to help us 
out.  The week for VBS will be June 
9th -13th.  We’ll have more details on 
this in the very near future.  

If you’re in 4th or 5th grade, you have 
the chance to attend camp WAPO.I 
already have a few people signed up 
for WAPO, but we can always use 
more.  I recommend you look at 
campwapo.org to learn more about 
their camp and see some pictures.  
WAPO is filled with fun activities in-

cluding worships, campfires, outdoor 
games, and a servant fair.  Camp 
WAPO is in Amery, Wisconsin.  About 
an hour and a half drive from Cannon 
Falls.  

Those in confirmation are required to 
attend camp during summer.  Hang on, 
some people weren’t listening the first 
time.  Those in confirmation are re-
quired to attend camp during the sum-
mer.  If you don’t attend camp, Pastor 
Gary will give you an assignment to 
compensate for this.  I’d recommend 
going to Green Lake.  The staff there is 
very nice and the site is very big and 
very beautiful.  Of course, if there’s 
some other camp that you’d prefer to 
attend, that would also be acceptable.  
So let’s see, you can go to camp or do 
a written assignment.  Camp, written 
assignment.  Camp, written assign-
ment.  Why is this so tough?  

And finally, if you’re in 8th-12th grade, 
then you can go on the mission trip to 
Gulf Coast Mississippi.  The tentative 
dates for this are July 24th-August 4th.  
It’s still possible to sign up but you 
MUST turn in a $50 deposit to secure 
your spot.  Just ask anyone who was on 
the mission trip last year, these trips 
can be a lot of fun and very rewarding.  

So there you have it.  Looking back at 
my article it seems there’s a lot of stuff 
going on during the summer.  With eve-
rything I’ve listed above there is assis-
tance with transportation and finances if 
you need it.  You can talk to me if you 
have any questions about these events 
or if you’d like to sign up.    

Congratulations, you’ve made it to the 
end of the article.  I’d give you a cookie 
if I had one.   

CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS  

The Sunday School offering is 
going to support Andy Henderlie, 
the missionary.  

Our theme is “Play through Pen-
tecost”  

The Kindergarteners have their 
faith step, “My Book about Jesus” 
on April 5th at noon.  

4th graders faith step “The Apos-
tle’s Creed” April 19th at noon.  

5th graders Seder meal Saturday, 
April 12th at noon. 1st commun-
ion April 13th during 10:30 ser-
vice  

April 27th is Youth Sunday. 


