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St. Ansgar’s Lutheran Church
7459 MN-19, Cannon Falls, MN 55009

Vision Statement

A Welcoming Church focused on Christ,
together actively reaching out to the
community.

Mission Statement
Proclaiming God’s Love and salvation
for everyone through Jesus Christ.

/ Second Sunday of
”, ',

Worship Service | Pastor Paul Graham

Sunday., November 30th Worship Leaders

Acolyte Logan Otto Reader Glenn Schulz
Soundboard Doug Anderson Computer Oscar McManus
Live Streaming Paul Jacobson Pianist/Organist Jane Bracken
Chancel Choir Dir Cindy Hayward Offering Counters Debra & Mary
Contemporary Dir Doug Anderson

Greeters/Ushers/Bell  Kirk, Dallas & Linda

Altar Guild Kris Sande, Carie Dicke & Judy Johnson

Communion Servers  Pastor Paul, Josh, Shari & Jeff

As a community of faith, we invite you to hold these people in prayer this week:

Linda Rifenberick, Sue Samuelson, Cindy Hayward, Danielle Lingenfelter, Larry Duncan and
Chuck Bracken, Gregg Ramstad (Deb Norstad’s partner), the family of Billie Stinar and the
family of Lloyd Kelfstad.

We pray for those who have been called to active military service and for our mission partners
around the globe.



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2025 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Gathering Music “The Wexford Carol”

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
Ringing of Church Bells
Welcome

Advent — Lighting the Peace Candle
(All my make the sign of the cross, the sign given to us in baptism, as we light the
Advent candles.
)In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. The people
who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep

darkness—  on them light has shined. For a child has been born for us, and he is
named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
(Isaiah 9)

We light the second Advent candle — the Peace candle. “Shalom” is a biblical word
often translated as “peace.” Shalom, a word used so often by Jesus, his disciples, and
the prophets, means much more than our word “Peace.” It means “total well being” —
ecological, physical, psychological, spiritual. A vision of God’s shalom grows in
communities in which justice, nonviolence, universal hospitality, and mutual respect
prevail. O come, O come, Emmanual. (Lutheran Peace Fellowship)

Gathering Song “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (vs. 5-8) ELW 257
5 O come, O Key of David, come, 7 O come, O King of nations, come,
and open wide our heav'nly home; O Cornerstone that binds in one:
make safe the way that leads on high, refresh the hearts that long for you;
and close the path to misery. restore the broken, make us new. Refrain
Refrain 8 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel,
shall come to you, O Israel. that mourns in lonely exile here

until the Son of God appear. Refrain

6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer;
O Sun of justice, now draw near.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death's dark shadow put to flight. Refirain
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Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Opening Prayer
Let us pray...
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of Jesus. Nurture our growth as
people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 11: 1-10
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his
roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and awe of the Lord. His
delight shall be in the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what
his ears hear, but he will judge the poor by what is just, and decide with equity for the
oppressed of the earth; His words will bring everyone to awed attention, A mere breath
from his lips will topple the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist
and faithfulness the belt around his waist. The wolf shall live with the lamb; the
leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the lion will feed together, and a little
child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the
hole of the asp, and the little child shall put its hand on the snake’s den. They will not
hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of
the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a
signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be
glorious.
Holy Word, Holy Wisdom
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 72
Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to a king’s son.
May he judge your people with righteousness and your poor with justice.
May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness.
May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the needy,
and crush the oppressor.
May he live while the sun endures and as long as the moon, throughout all
generations.
May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water the
earth.
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In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound, until the moon is no more.
Blessed be the Lord, who alone does wondrous things.

Blessed be his glorious name forever; may his glory fill the whole earth.

Amen and Amen.

Second Reading: Romans 15: 4-13
That’s exactly what Jesus did. He didn’t make it easy for himself by avoiding people’s
troubles, but waded right in and helped out. “I took on the troubles of the troubled,” is
the way Scripture puts it. Even if it was written in Scripture long ago, you can be sure
it’s written for us. God wants the combination of his steady, constant calling and warm,
personal counsel in Scripture to come to characterize us, keeping us alert for whatever
he will do next. May our dependably steady and warmly personal God develop
maturity in you so that you get along with each other as well as Jesus gets along with
us all. Then we’ll be a choir—not our voices only, but our very lives singing in
harmony in a stunning anthem to the God and Father of our Master Jesus!
So reach out and welcome one another to God’s glory. Jesus did it; now you do it!
Jesus, staying true to God’s purposes, reached out in a special way to the Jewish
insiders so that the old ancestral promises would come true for them. As a result, the
non-Jewish outsiders have been able to experience mercy and to show appreciation to
God. Just think of all the Scriptures that will come true in what we do! For instance:

Then I'’ll join outsiders in a hymn-sing;
I’ll sing to your name!

And this one:

Outsiders and insiders, rejoice together!
And again:

People of all nations, celebrate God!
All colors and races, give hearty praise!

And Isaiah’s word:
There’s the root of our ancestor Jesse,
breaking through the earth and growing tree tall,
Tall enough for everyone everywhere to see and take hope!

Oh! May the God of green hope fill you up with joy, fill you up with peace, so that
your believing lives, filled with the life-giving energy of the Holy Spirit, will brim over
with hope!

Holy Word, Holy Wisdom

Thanks be to God.

Choir Anthem “The King is Coming”
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Gospel Reading: Matthew 3: 1-12
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,” The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.” ”"Now John wore clothing of
camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild
honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan were going
out to him, and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins.
But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said
to them, ““You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?
Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, and do not presume to say to yourselves,
‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,” for I tell you, God is able from these stones to
raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees;
therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the
fire.“I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is
more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn
with unquenchable fire.”
The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Gospel Acclamation “Wait for the Lord” (sung 2 times) ELW 262

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord, be strong, take heart.

Sermon Message Pastor Paul Graham

Song of the Day “What'’s the Fruit of Your Repentance?”
(to the tune of “Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing”)

What's the fruit of your repentance? Are you willing to be changed?

Has the gospel made a difference? Is your life now rearranged?

Have you changed more than a smidgen — till the world now thinks you're odd?
Does your day-to-day religion show the peaceful reign of God?
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Do you trust in God's abundance — not in hatred, pride and fear?

Is the love of Christ your compass as you welcome strangers here?
Do you work to end the violence, and to share and share some more?
Are you humble, peaceful, present to the outcast and the poor?

God, we point to those before us who have witnessed to your Way,
But you come to us and ask us, "How have you served me today?"
Make us faithful, bold and giving; may our love and joy abound.
In the work of daily living, may we turn our lives around.

Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

Prayers of the People

Lord, in your mercy | Hear our Prayer
Offering & Music “In the Bleak Midwinter”
Offering Prayer

Holy One, this Advent season we give in hope. Hope in your reign of peace and
justice. Hope because of your presence with us now. Receive these offerings, and all
our offerings of time, talent, and treasure, and use them for your work of healing and
hope in the world. Be our vision as you guide us towards peace and

possibility. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Eucharist Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Distribution of Communion “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”
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Benediction

Sending Song

1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry
announces that the Lord is nigh,;
awake and hearken, for he brings
glad tidings of the King of kings!

2 Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin;
make straight the way for God within,
and let us all our hearts prepare
for Christ to come and enter there.

Sending
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“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” (vs. 1-4) ELW 249

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. | Thanks be to God!

Postlude

“Sleepers, Wake a Voice is Calling”

Sunday, December 14 Worship Leaders

Acolyte

Soundboard

Live Streaming
Chancel Choir Dir
Contemporary Dir
Greeters/Ushers/Bell
Altar Guild

Weekly Church Schedule

Monday (12/8)

Tuesday(12/9)

Wednesday (12/10)
Friday (12/12)
Sunday (12/14)

Andrew Rapp Reader

Bob Durdahl Computer

Carie Dicke Pianist/Organist
Cindy Hayward Offering Counters

Doug Anderson
Jeff, Maureen & Charlie
Kris Sande, Carie Dicke & Judy Johnson

Ipm Mission Quilting
4pm Finance Team
6:30pm Boy Scouts

7am CFBC

7am Lydia Prayer

10am Retired Teachers
Spm Property Meeting
6pm Bell Choir Rehearsal
6:30pm Business Ministry
7pm Choir Rehearsal
3-8pm Bombers Dance Team
9:30am Worship Service
10:45am Executive Team

3 We hail you as our Savior, Lord,
our refuge and our great reward;
without your grace we waste away
like flow'rs that wither and decay.

Stretch forth your hand, our health restore,
and make us rise to fall no more;

oh, let your face upon us shine

and fill the world with love divine.

John Hobert
Carson Eckhoff
Jane Bracken
Gary & Cheryl
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December Globe Offering

e e

We will be having our “Christmas Mitten Tree Project” again this year at St.
Ansgar’s. There will be red mittens placed on our Christmas tree in the Narthex
on which we will have a needed item for families that we are sponsoring in our
local area. Just take a mitten and bring back the item written on it wrapped and
place under the tree. Last day to have gifts back to church will be by the 14" of December.
This has always been a great mission project and donated very generously by the St Ansgar’s
congregation. Let’s make it another great year of giving to our local families in need this
Christmas Season.

Time to clean out those closets as the choir will be hosting a clothing drive again this year.
Please bring your gently used items to the church before December 21st. This includes
everyday clothing, outwear and suitcases. LET US ALL WORK TOGETHER TO BE THE
HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS IN SERVING THOSE IN NEED. Thank you for your help.
If you have any questions, please contact Donna Nelson.

Joy to the World: A Very Special St. Ansgar's Christmas Come and hear the Christmas
story as told by the people of St. Ansgar's! This will be a joyful and meaningful way to hear
the "good news of great joy" of the birth of Jesus. For it to work really well, we need

YOU! Hope to see you then, and invite a friend.

Sunday, December 14th 9:30 AM.

St. Ansgar's is in need of two counting teams.

Counting teams are put on a rotation of 1x/every 6 weeks. Counting can be done after
service or on Monday morning. With the popularity of auto giving, the envelope giving has
gone down to approx. 15 envelopes a week. The job isn't as daunting as in the past. Give it a
try! It is a great way to support St. Ansgar's Church. Contact the church office to get started.



