The Link December 2025

St. Ansgar’s Lutheran Church
www.stansgars.org | 507.263.3645 | 7459 MN 19
Cannon Falls, MN 55009

Join us for Christmas at
St. Ansgar’s

Sunday, December 7 - 9:30 am Advent Worship
Service with Holy Communion

Sunday, December 14 9:30 am
Advent Service

Sunday, December 21 - 9:30 am Advent Service
with Christmas Song Service with Bell Choir

Wednesday, December 24th

Candlelight Service w/ Holy

Communion at 4:00 PM

Everyone is welcome to this beautiful Christmas
Eve service as we celebrate the birth of Jesus

Sunday, December 28
9:30 am Worship Service (Lessons & Carols)




Pastor’s Message

Gratitude and Thanksgivings

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve here at St. Ansgar as the Interim
Pastor. I have enjoyed getting to know this community of faith, and walking with
you in this transition time. Thank you all for your good and faithful service.

As you face the challenges and opportunities ahead, trust that God is with you and
the Spirit is guiding. You are not alone. Move forward in faith, not fear.

St. Ansgar Lutheran Church is a unique community within the Body of Christ. You
provide valuable Word and Sacrament ministry. You serve the wider community as
only you can do. May you continue to be a witness to Christ, and the path of peace
and love of neighbor.

My final day with you will be on Sunday, December 14, but know that you will
remain in my prayers.

Here is some scripture and a prayer to take to heart as you begin a new chapter of
ministry together. Focus on Jesus, and serving in his name, and things will fall into
place.

“(Jesus said) Do not worry, saying what will we eat, or what will we drink, or what
will we wear? Instead, seek the kingdom of God and its righteousness (justice),
and all these things will be granted to you as well.” (Matthew 6: 31-33)

“If we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord. So then, whether
we live or die, we are the Lord's.” (Romans: 14:8)

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out
with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us
and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

God’s Peace,
Pastor Paul



Caring Response Team
2026 is only a few weeks away and CRT is

preparing a schedule for the new year. The
Caring Response Team, CRT, is a group of St.
Ansgar’s members who send cards and caring
messages to members of our church family. We
offer support to those experiencing illness,
grief, and other challenges. We also like to send
celebratory messages on special occasions.
Team members usually serve for two weeks
once or twice a year. If you'd like to be a part of
CRT, please leave Kim your name and

contact information. Thanks.

CHOIR CLOTHING DRIVE

Time to clean out those closets as the choir will be
hosting a clothing drive again this year.

Please bring your gently used items to the church before
December 21st. This includes everyday clothing,
outwear and suitcases.

LET US ALL WORK TOGETHER TO BE THE
HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS IN SERVING THOSE
IN NEED.

Thank you for your help. If you have any questions,
please contact Donna Nelson.



WELCOMING A NEW PASTOR — Dos and Don’ts
DO have realistic expectations — As a reminder, this is pastor’s job description from
the church constitution:
Consistent with the faith and practice of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America,
a. Every ordained minister shall:
1) preach the Word,
2) administer the sacraments;
3) conduct public worship;
4) provide pastoral care; and
5) speak publicly to the world in solidarity with the poor and
oppressed, calling for justice and proclaiming God’s love for the
world.

DON’T have expectations for the new pastor’s family. You only called the Pastor!
DO — Always put the “best construction” on the Pastor’s words and

actions. Believing the best is based on trust and goodwill. Assuming the worst is based on
distrust and suspicion.

Don’t — Don’t believe this myth — “Now that we have a young pastor, he or she will
bring in more young families.” It doesn’t work like that!!!!!

DO - Support Continuing Education, Vacation Time, Days off, Sabbaticals, and Ministry to
the wider church/community. A healthy pastor is a benefit to everyone!

DO — Share stories about this community. What does this community of faith mean to
you? Pastors love hearing those stories.

DO - Pray for the Pastor - Let him or her know that they are in your prayers
DON’T - Don’t expect the pastor to do everything.

DON’T expect the pastor to do what the previous pastor did.

DO - Be who you are. Be authentic.

DO - Be open to the Holy Spirit

DO - Love your pastor! Your pastor loves you too!



We will be having our “Christmas Mitten Tree Project” again
this year at St. Ansgar’s. There will be red mittens placed on
our Christmas tree in the Narthex on which we will have a
needed item for families that we are sponsoring in our local
area. Just take a mitten and bring back the item written on it
wrapped and place under the tree. Last day to have gifts back
to church will be by the 14™ of December. This has always been a great mission
project and donated very generously by the St Ansgar’s congregation. Let’s
make it another great year of giving to our local families in need this Christmas

December
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NOVEMBER 2025 COUNCIL MINUTES
St. Ansgar’s Library — Tuesday, November 18, 2025

Meeting Called to Order — Megan
Devotion — Bill

Vision Statement: A Welcoming Church focused on Christ, together actively
reaching out to the community.

Mission Statement: Proclaiming God’s Love and salvation for everyone through
Jesus Christ.

Approval of November Agenda — Motion, Second, Passed
Approval of October Minutes — Motion, Second, Passed
Financial Report — Paul - Received

October Financial Report:

a. Income $ 22,110.03 YTD: $191,957.34

b. Expenses $19,741.72 YTD: $191,267.04

C. Over/Under: $ 2368.31 YTD: $ 690.30

d. Designated Savings/CD’s:  $139,821.69

€. Designated Income: $3,234.12

f. Designated Expense: $3,912.98

We owe ourselves $0 Parking Lot loan balance: $32,371.75
Reports:

Pastor’s Report - Received
Minutes from Community Outreach Committee meeting 11-11-2025 - Received

Review 2-month Calendar - Reviewed

Old Business:
St. Ansgar’s Call Process Update — A4 special Congregational meeting will be held
after church on November 30 to consider a candidate vetted by the
Call Committee
Office Admin position Update — Currently interviewing candidates



Custodian position Update — David Dockter was hired in late October
Stewardship Drive Update — Stewardship Sunday is November 23rd
Reports for Annual Meeting — Committee reports are due by January Ist
Budget 2026 — Committees need to turn in first draft budget requests by
December Ist

Communion Review — The trays to collect used cups seems to be a good
solution. We will source eco-friendly cups next time we order more

New Business:
Endowment Disbursements 2025 — Kathy Hall presented the
Endowment Committee recommendation. Motion, Second, Passed to
approve the recommendation.
Manna & Mercy Books — The leftover Manna & Mercy books from this past
summer will be donated to Valley View Recovery. We may keep one for the
church library, and check with Robin to see if she wants a few for youth
education.

Adjournment and Closing Prayer

Next Council Meeting: Tuesday, December 16th 2025 6:30pm
Devotions — Jim

Respectfully Submitted,
Tony Busiahn
Council Secretary

Parking Lot Remaining
Loan

End of October

Original loan $ 60,000

Principal repaid $ 27,628
Remaining $ 32,372

® Principal repaid i Remaining



Community Outreach Ministry Committee Minutes
November 11, 2025 at 6:30pm

Council members present: Sue Banks, Jim Lundell, Josh Dicke, Paul Jacobson and
Shari Ekstrom

Members: Bev Sundheim, Byron and Cathy Hanson, Donna Nelson, Julie Hobert,
Maxine Radmacher, Sue Banks

Devotions and Reflections- Jim Lundell lead devotions and facilitated the meeting

Finance Report- Given by Paul

Caring Response Ministry Team (CRMT)- It was brought up that some thought having
another team named Caring Response could be confusing. We brainstormed and came

up with a new name of “Lay Visitation Team”. An article will be put together by Julie to
explain what the process of this team is made up of. It will be in the December link and
published in the November 30, bulletin. Donna Nelson will give a temple talk. Date to

be determined.

Mission Team- A report, dated November 4, 2025, was attached to the agenda, most
was explanatory. We did, however, go into a little more depth of the school supplies and
Mitten Tree for Christmas. Cathy Hanson volunteered to do a temple talk on November
30 and submit article for December link.

Welcome & OQutreach Team — 2026 Calendar of Events hand out attached.

CCIC — Paul reported that Highway clean-up was a success, even though attendance
wasn’t really big. Cathy made a comment that Feed My Starving Children packing
event went well attend and was fun. Over 85 thousand meals were packed! Paul talked
about the Community Thanksgiving Dinner at St Pius. We still had a couple of openings
for help needed. St Ansgar’s shifts are from 9am -11am and 11am -1pm. Cathy also
commented that a redesigned sign-up sheet was going to be made for 2026. CCIC is
also talking about going back to serving Community Dinners on Sunday evening instead
of Saturday. It is felt that more publication/advertising needs to be made for this event
as the turnout has been rather small.

Other - Committee annual report due in December. Jim will prepare a draft.
Closing & Lord’s Prayer:

Next meeting: February 10, 2026 @ 6:30pm Bring a Friend!
Submitted by: Shari Ekstrom



***Part-Time Church Administrator***

St. Ansgar’s Lutheran Church is seeking a highly organized
and reliable Part-Time Church Administrator to help manage
the day-to-day operations of our church. In this role, you will
handle administrative tasks, maintain church records, and
ensure smooth coordination of church activities. Your ability
to manage multiple responsibilities efficiently will be vital to
supporting the mission and ministry of our church.

As a Church Administrator, you will work closely with
church staff, volunteers, and members to oversee scheduling,
communications, and office management. If you are
detail-oriented, a strong communicator, and passionate about
helping the church community thrive, we invite you to apply.

Hours: 20-25 hours per week. 8am-12pm Monday -Friday.
Some weekend hours for special events.

You must be reliable, able to work independently,

endure prolonged periods of sitting at a desk and working on
a computer and lift up to 15 pounds.

To apply: Submit resume and references to Kim Durdahl,
7459 Hwy 19 Blvd, Cannon Falls, MN 55009 or email to
sachurchoffice@gmail.com. You may also email me for a
complete job description.




December

Serving Schedule (Nov, Dec, Jan '25 - '26)

Date .
Usher's & Sound Live ]
2(2)326& Acolyte Computer Greeters & Bell| board | Streaming Reader |Communion
7-Dec Lg%?)n Oscar McManus Kirk,l_azllaas & Doug Eastin Glenn Schulz JOShﬁ#ari 4
14-Dec Agg;‘” Carson Eckhoff | J6™ Maureen& | gy, Carie | John Hobert
Louie ; — Barbara
21-Dec Otto Eastin Hanson | Tony, Shari, Bill Doug Paul Middaugh
} Georgia Megan, Scott & Cindy
28-Dec Quiggle Bryer Gustafson i ane Bob Bob Hayward Paul & Dave
; Offering Counters
Altar Guild B Debra & M
. ec epora ar
Kris Sande / 4

Carie Dicke

Judy Johnson

Dec 14 Gary & Cheryl
Donna & Debbie
Dec 28 Charlie & Maureen

Dec 21

As a community of faith, we invite you to hold these people in

prayer this week: Linda Rifenberick, Sue Samuelson, Cindy Hayward, Danielle Lingenfelter,
Larry Duncan and Chuck Bracken.

We pray for those who have been called to active military service and for our mission
partners around the globe.

Follow us on

facebook

You
()




December 2025

Sunday Monday | Tuesday |Wednesday| Thursday Friday | Saturday
30 1 2 3 4 S 6
Advent 6:30pm Cub 7:00am CFBC | 6:00pm Faith - 8:00am Billie 2:00am Men's
Advent Fair Scouts 7:008m Lydia Aduk bt Stioar - Pl Sy
Special Congregational Prayer Group | 7:00pm Chair Yumerst
Meeting 6:00pm Bl Rehearsal
9:30am Worship Service Choir Practice
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Advent 1:00pm Mission | 7:00am Lydia 7:00pm Choir 3:00pm 2:00am Men's
9:30am Worship Service Quiting Prayer Group Rehearsal Bombers Bibée Study
with Communion 4:00pm Finance | 10:00am Retired Dance Team
Team Teacher
6:30pm Oub Meeting
Scouts S:00pm Property
Meeting
6:00pm Beli
Choir Practice
6:30pm Business
Ministry
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Advent 1:30pm Elizabeth | 7:00am CFBC | 7:00pm Choir 7:00am Men's
9:30am Worship Service &RuthGrde | 7.00am Lydia Rehearsal Bibiz Study
10:45am Executive Team Prayer Group
6:00pm Bell
Choir Practice
6:30pm Church
Council
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Advent 7:00=m Lydia 4:00pm Christmas Day 7:00am Men's
9:30am Worship Service Prayer Group | Christmas Office Closed Bibie Shudy
(Song Service) Service
28 29 30 31 1 2 3
9:30am Worship Service 7:00am Lyda 7:00pm Choir New Year's 2:00am Men's
(Lessons & Carols) Prayer Group Rehearsal Day Bible Study

When scheduling an activity at the Church please contact the office at
(507-263-3645) or email sachurchoffice@gmail.com as soon as possible for
availability and fill out a “Facilities Use Request” form.




The Link

Staff Contact Information:

Church Office: 507-263-3645
Hours: M-F 8am —12pm

Interim Pastor: Paul Graham
Direct Line: 507-757-1050
Cell: 507-581-2484
paulg1121@outlook.com

Kim Durdahl

Office Manager

Direct Line: 507-757-1051
sachurchoffice@gmail.com

AnnMarie Otto:

Finance Director

Direct Line: 507-757-1053
safinances7459@gmail.com

Children, Youth & Family Coordinator
Robin McManus

saofficecyf@gmail.com

Council President: Megan Hansen

Sunday Morning

9:30am Worship Service

Our Vision Statement:
“A welcoming church, focused on Christ,
together actively reaching
out to the community.”

Our Mission Statement:
“Proclaiming God's love and salvation for
everyone through Jesus Christ.”

Return Service
Requested

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
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Ministers: EVERY member of the congregation

Organist: Jane Bracken
Choir Director: Cindy Hayward
Contemporary Director: Doug Anderson




