The Link JANUARY: 2026

St. Ansgar’s Lutheran Church
www.stansgars.org | 507.263.3645 | 7459 MN 19
Cannon Falls, MN 55009

Notice of Annual Meeting

ATTENTION CHURCH MEMBERS:
Please join St. Ansgar’s Lutheran Church for
our Annual Meeting. Sunday, January 25th immediately
following worship at 9:30 am.




Pastor’s Message

Welcome to Pastor Andrew and his wife Savannah
Thompson. Pastor’s first day with St. Ansgar’s
will be January 12, 2026.

Pastor Andrews installation will be held on
January 18th during the service.




Caring Response Team
CRT 1s preparing a schedule for the new year.

The Caring Response Team, CRT, is a group of
St. Ansgar’s members who send cards and
caring messages to members of our church
family. We offer support to those experiencing
illness, grief, and other challenges. We also like
to send celebratory messages on special occa-
sions. Team members usually serve for two
weeks once or twice a year. If you'd like to be a
part of CRT, please leave Kim your name and
contact information. Thanks.

Upcoming Happenings at St. Ansgar’s

January 11  Bells of the Bluff 3pm
January 25  Annual Meeting  10:45am

February 18 Ash Wednesday
Soup Supper 5:30pm-6:30pm
Evening Prayer  6:30pm-7:30pm



St Ansgar’s Church Council would like to say Thank You to everyone for your support as
we did our best to navigate through a few surprises in 2025.

We would also like to share the core values which helped guide us. The following words
are taken from https://www.elca.org/about/vision-and-purpose

Values

Our values are grounded in faith, in our biblical and Lutheran confessional sources and our
love of God and neighbor. They speak to the way this church lives and practices our faith,
and they will guide how we journey forward in Christ as church together.

Forgiveness and reconciliation — We are reconciled to God by God's forgiving mercy.
Forgiveness and reconciliation flow from what God has made us to be in Jesus Christ and
what God is doing with us in the world. As a people of God, we embody forgiveness in
speech, action and relationships, and our ministry in reconciliation is foundational.

Dignity, compassion and justice — Each person is created in God's image. We respect this
God-given right to dignity and, inspired by the life of Jesus, show love and compassion for
all people. Through proclamation of the gospel, through worship and as servants of God
working for healing and justice in the world, we uphold and seek to protect the dignity and
human rights of all people.

Inclusion and diversity — As Christ's church, we value the richness of God's creation and
offer a radical welcome to all people, appreciating our common humanity and our
differences. We are a church that does not view diversity as a barrier to unity. We recognize
and will challenge dynamics of power and privilege that create barriers to participation and
equity in this church and society — for women, people of color, minority ethnic groups,
people with disabilities, people who are marginalized or living in poverty, and the LGBTQ
community.

Courage and openness to change — Because we trust in God's promise and understand
faith to be a living, daring confidence in God's grace, we are emboldened to embrace
learning and change in our spiritual and institutional journey as church. This means we are
open to new ways and willing to take risks to discover God's plan for this church.

Faithful stewardship of God's creation and gifts — As church together, faithful
stewardship is about holding to God's purpose and ensuring the responsibilities and re-
sources that God has entrusted to us are used with great care and with accountability to
God, to each other and those served by this church.



January

/~\ Valle Globe Offering

'Y\ Vie Our globe offering for January will be
used to help the residents of Valley View
Recovery Center here in Cannon Falls.
The center offers high intensity
residential treatment services to adult
men seeking recovery from substance use and mental
health disorders.

Over half of the individuals who choose to pursue treatment
at Valley View arrive there with only the clothes on their
backs. They need clothing! We are asking you to bring in
new or gently used clothing for men of any size. Winter
attire is especially needed this time of year — hats, gloves,
jackets, etc. Even dress clothes are needed, as some men
might need to go to job interviews or court appearances at
some time. Under garments must be new and still in their
package. NO USED UNDERWARE CAN BE ACCEPTED.

If you wish to contribute financially you can drop off your
contribution into the globe on the table in the narthex or
you can put it in the offering plate indicating on your
envelope that is it for the Globe Offering, or write

“Globe Offering” in the memo line of your check.

Someone on the Mission’s Team will do the shopping with
these funds.

Thank you all for your generosity and kind, sharing hearts!



DECEMBER 2025 COUNCIL MINUTES

St. Ansgar’s Library — Tuesday, December 16, 2025

Meeting Called to Order — Megan
Devotion — Jim

Vision Statement: A Welcoming Church focused on Christ, together actively
reaching out to the community.

Mission Statement: Proclaiming God’s Love and salvation for everyone
through Jesus Christ.

Approval of December Agenda - Approved
Approval of November Minutes - Approved
Financial Report — Jim - Approved

November Financial Report:

a. Income $ 20,067.26 YTD: $212,024.60

b. Expenses $21,809.75 YTD: $213,076.79

C. Over/Under: $(1,742.49) YTD: $(1,052.19)

d. Designated Savings/CD’s: $171,707.17

e. Designated Income: $8,801.88

f. Designated Expense: $1,686.25

We owe ourselves $0 Parking Lot loan balance: $31,871.02
Reports:

Pastor’s Report — No report this month
Minutes from Business Ministry Committee meeting 12-9-2025 — Meeting was
postponed due to weather

Review 2-month Calendar — Add Pastor Andrew’s Installation on January 18,
Bells of the Bluff January 11, No Faith Night on February 18 (Ash Wednesday)



Old Business:
St. Ansgar’s Call Process Update — Pastor Andrew starts on
January 12. His installation will be January 18. Discussed mailings
to members or entire community announcing New Beginnings —
new pastor. New Beginnings on church sign- suggested serving
cinnamon rolls on Installation Sunday.
Office Admin position Update - A second interview was conducted
that included Pastor Andrew. Preston Parks will start in January.
Custodian position Update — Escape Cleaning will be hired.
Property Committee will backfill for events.

Stewardship Drive Update — Envelopes are mailed plus available here

at church.
Reports for Annual Meeting — Business Ministry report is done,

Worship Committee is in process, Community Outreach is in process.

Budget 2026 — Paul reviewed the first pass budget.

New Business:
Property Insurance — The Council Approved the recommendation
from Finance to stay with the current provider.

Counting Teams — Need teams — Review procedure — Will be
announced next Sunday.

What we believe — Executive Commiittee is recommending that
we make a statement regarding what we stand for as an

ELCA Church. ELCA Core Values will be published in

The Link in January. We haven’t had a Council Retreat for
quite a few years; this could be a good topic.

Adjournment and Closing Prayer
Next Council Meeting: Tuesday, January 20th 2026 6:30pm
Devotions — Volunteer

Respectfully Submitted,
Sue Banks

. ] Parking Lot Remainin
Council Vice-President B &

Loan

End of October

Original loan $ 60,000 )

Principal repaid $ 27,129
Remaining $ 31,871

m Principal repaid Remeining



We had a great "Christmas Music at St. Ansgar's" December 21st , featuring the Bell
Choir, the Chancel Choir, a male quartet, a vocal solo, sax and ﬂute solos, and even
hymn singing accompanied by two saxes and piano.

Thanks to all our talented musicians for their hard Work and practice! P




We are pleased to
@ .- welcome Preston Parks as
v WO the next office
1@ @ - administrator. He will
N\ start on January 5th and
train along side Kim until

1 'I .--’ ~

her retirement at the end of the month. Please
welcome Preston!




Serving Schedule January 2026

DSBS Sound Live
2026 | Acolyte Computer Greeters & board | S . Reader | Communion
Bell oar treaming
Chris . 4 Maxine Sue, Josh
4-Jan fikss Oscar McManus Liz & Deb Doug Eastin Rl asiar & Jeff
Carly John, Curt . Cathy
11-Jan T Bob Durdahl 3 Paul Bob Carie Hanson
Rowen . Kirk, Dallas & Paul
18-Jan Bollinger Eastin Hansen Linda Doug Bob Jacobson
I ff, M & £ Ji hari
25-Jan GBe?rr::gn Logan German i Chaalf,ﬁzen Bob Paul Kris Sande I&m:rgnsn
Altar Guild Offering Counters
Judy Johnson January 4  Charlie & Maureen
Deb Norstad January 11 Kris & Deb

January 18 Megan & Paul
January 25 Gary & Cheryl

As a community of faith, we invite you to hold these people in
prayer this week: Linda Rifenberick, Sue Samuelson, Cindy Hayward,
Danielle Lingenfelter, Larry Duncan, Chuck Bracken & Barb Monroe .

We pray for those who have been called to active military service and for
our mission partners around the globe.

You
()

Follow us on

facebook



January 2026

Sunday Monday | Tuesday |Wednesday| Thursday | Friday | Saturday
28 29 30 31 1 2 3
9:30am Worship Service 7:00am Lydia Church Closed | Committee 7:00am Men's
(Lessons & Carols) Prayer Group New Year's Reports Due |  Bible Study
Day
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
9:30am Worship Service | 6:30pm Cub 2:00am CFBC | 7:00pm Chow 3:00pm 7:00am Men’s
with Communion - Scouts 7:00am Lydia Rehearsal Bombers Bible Study
Pastor Diane Johnson Prayer Group Dance Team
11:30am Fellowship Hall
Reserved - Janet
McNamara
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
9:30am Worship Service | Pastor 7:00am L 7:mw 7:00am Men’s
- Pastor Nancy Dreier Andrew's Prayer p Bible Study
10:45am Executive Team | First Day 8:00am 7th
% 1:00pm Mission Grade
3:00pm Bells of the Bluff Quiking Re .
4 Finance yme
20pa Milier
6:30pm Cub
Scouts
6:30pm
Worship and
Education
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9:30am Worship Service | Martin L 7:00am CFBC | 7:00pm Choir 7:00am Men's
King, Jr. 2:00am L Rehearsal Bible Study
Day Prayer Group
1:30pm 6:30pm Church
Ehzabeth &
Ruth Crcle Comcl
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
9:30am Worship Service | 6:30pm Cub 7:00am Lyda 7:00pm Choir 7:00am Men's
with Communion Scouts Prayer Group Rehearsal Bible Study
10:45am Col tional
Annu‘al; ml;%r:’?a "

When scheduling an activity at the Church please contact the office at
(507-263-3645) as soon as possible for availability and fill out a
“Facilities Use Request” form.



The Link

Staff Contact Information:

Church Office: 507-263-3645
Hours: M-F 8am —-12pm

Pastor Andew Thompson

Cell: 920-517-4020 rnind
Direct Line: 507-757-1050 9:30am Worship Service

Sunday Morning

thomandO1@gmail.com
Our Vision Statement:

Kim Durdahl "A welcoming church, focused on Christ,
Office Manager together actively reaching

Direct Line: 507-757-1051 out to the community.”
sachurchoffice@gmail.com y:

Finance Director “Proclaiming God's love and salvation for
Direct Line: 507-757-1053 everyone through Jesus Christ.”

safinances7459@gmail.com
Return Service

Children, Youth & Family Coordinator Requested

Robin McManus

saofficecyf@gmail.com Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid

Council President: Megan Hansen Cannon Falls Permit #65

Ministers: EVERY member of the congregation
Organist: Jane Bracken

Choir Director: Cindy Hayward

Contemporary Director: Doug Anderson
Custodian: Escape Cleaning Company




