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St. Ansgar’s Lutheran Church 
7459 MN-19, Cannon Falls, MN 55009 

 
 

 
Communion Service | Pastor Diane Johnson   

 
Sunday, January 4, 2026 Worship Leaders 
Acolyte   Christopher Jones  Reader   Maxine Rademacher 
Soundboard   Doug Anderson  Computer  Oscar McManus 
Live Streaming  Eastin Hansen  Pianist/Organist Jane Bracken  
Chancel Choir Dir Cindy Hayward  Offering Counters Charlie & Maureen 
Contemporary Dir Doug Anderson   Altar Guild Judy Johnson & Deb Norstad 
Greeters/Ushers/Bell  Liz Rickert, Deb Norstad & Volunteer   
Communion Pastor Diane, Sue Banks, Josh Dicke and Jeff Samuelson   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vision Statement  
A Welcoming Church focused on Christ, 
together actively reaching out to the 
community. 
 
Mission Statement 
Proclaiming God’s Love and salvation 
for everyone through Jesus Christ. 
 

As a community of faith, we invite you to hold these people in prayer this week:  
Linda Rifenberick, Sue Samuelson, Cindy Hayward, Danielle Lingenfelter, Larry Duncan, 
Chuck Bracken and Barb Monroe.  
 
We pray for those who have been called to active military service and for our mission partners 
around the globe.  
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Gathering Music   “Brightest and Best”   
 
Ringing of Church Bells  
 
Welcome 

P: The Lord be with you | C: And also with you. 
 
Opening Song    “As with Gladness Men of Old”  (vs. 1-3 & 5)   ELW 302

  
  As with gladness men of old 

 did the guiding star behold; 
 as with joy they hailed its light, 
 leading onward, beaming bright; 
 so, most gracious Lord, may we 
 evermore be led by thee. 
 
 As with joyful steps they sped, 
 Savior, to thy lowly bed, 
 there to bend the knee before 
 thee, whom heav'n and earth adore; 
 so may we with willing feet 
 ever seek thy mercy seat. 
 

Greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
Opening Prayer    

Let us pray… 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of Jesus.  Nurture our growth as 
people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, 
  Prince of Peace. 
 C: Amen. 
 P: Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin. 
    Silence is kept for reflection. 

As they offered gifts most rare 
at thy cradle, rude and bare, 
so may we with holy joy, 
pure and free from sin's alloy, 
all our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to thee, our heav'nly king. 
 
In the heav'nly country bright 
need they no created light; 
thou its light, its joy, its crown, 
thou its sun which goes not down; 
there forever may we sing 
alleluias to our king. 
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 P: Reconciling God, 
 C: we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and despair.  
  We confess that we have not always prepared room in our hearts for your 
  love; we have not always recognized your presence among us; we have not 
  always embraced your message of peace. We cry out, weary with the  
  burden of violence, oppression, and fear. We confess our failure to make 
  room for those seeking refuge; our participation in violent systems 
  that harm your innocent ones; our reluctance to embody your good news. 
  Be born in us today and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. 
  Amen. 
 P: God’s grace upon grace flows over you. ☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole 
  creation. Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! 
 C: Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Day  

O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead 
us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full 
vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 

Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of 
God’s presence is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of 
international trade will come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s 
praise. 

1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
2 For darkness shall cover the earth and thick darkness the peoples, but the Lord will 
arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 3 Nations shall come to your light 
and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 
they all gather together; they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, 
and your daughters shall be carried in their nurses’ arms. 5 Then you shall see and be 
radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be 
brought to you; the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6 A multitude of camels 
shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall 
come. They shall bring gold and frankincense and shall proclaim the praise of the 
Lord. 
Holy Word, Holy Wisdom 
Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
1 Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
2 that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice; 
3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in righteousness. 
4 Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the 
oppressor.  
5 May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another. 
6 Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the 
earth. 
7 In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of peace till the 
moon shall be no more. 
10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, and the kings of Sheba 
and Seba offer gifts.  
11 May all kings bow down before him, and all the nations do him service. 
12 For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, the oppressed, and those 
who have no helper. 
13 He has compassion on the lowly and poor, and preserves the lives of the needy. 
14 From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, and precious is their blood 
in his sight. 
 

Second Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12 
1 This is the reason that I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 
gentiles, 2 for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was 
given me for you 3 and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I 
wrote above in a few words, 4 a reading of which will enable you to perceive my 
understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5 In former generations this mystery was not 
made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit: 6 that is, the gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the 
same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.7 Of this 
gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me 
by the working of his power. 8 Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace 
was given to me to bring to the gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ 9 and 
to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who 
created all things, 10 so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety 
might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This 
was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, 12 in whom we have access in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 
Holy Word, Holy Wisdom 
Thanks be to God. 
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Special Music  “Jesus, What A Wonderful Child”   Kevin Lindahl   

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the 
east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 
least among the rulers of Judah, for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my 
people Israel.’ ” 7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the 
exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 
and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so 
that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out, 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped 
over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they 
were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 
road. 
The Gospel of our Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon Message                Pastor Diane Johnson 
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Song of the Day    “Brightest and Best of the Stars”  (vs. 2-5)   ELW 303 
  

Cold on his cradle the dewdrops are 
shining; low lies his head with the beasts 
of the stall; angels adore him in slumber 
reclining, maker and monarch and savior 
of all. 
 
What shall we give him, in costly 
devotion? Shall we bring incense and 
off'rings divine, gems of the mountain and 
pearls of the ocean, myrrh from the forest 
or gold from the mine? 

 
The Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose 
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People  
 Lord, in your mercy  | Hear our Prayer 
 
Words of Institution 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion and Offering   

God is now in flesh appearing. | Come to the feast of joy! 
 
Communion & Offering Music “Adoration” | “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”   
 

Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 
vainly with gifts would his favor secure; 
richer by far is the heart's adoration, 
dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 
 
Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, 
dawn on our darkness and lend us your aid. 
Star of the east, the horizon adorning, 
guide where our infant redeemer is laid. 
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Offering Prayer    

God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you 
bestow. Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the 
earth may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

 
 
Benediction  
 
Sending Song   “Bright and Glorious Is the Sky”  (vs. 2-5)   ELW 301  

  

 On that holy Christmas night 
through the darkness beamed a light; 
all the stars above were paling. 
all their luster slowly failing 

 as the wondrous star drew nigh, 
 as the wondrous star drew nigh.. 
 
 Sages from the East afar, 
 when they saw this wondrous star, 
 went to find the king of nations 
 and to offer their oblations 
 to the child, the newborn king, 
 to the child, the newborn king. 
 

Dismissal  
Glory to God in the highest! 
And peace to God’s people on earth! 
Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude    “In Dulci Jubilo”  
 
 
Sunday, January 11th Worship Leaders 
Acolyte   Carly Jones   Reader   Cathy Hanson 
Soundboard    Bob Durdahl   Computer  Bob Durdahl 
Live Streaming  Carie Dicke   Pianist/Organist Jane Bracken  
Chancel Choir Dir  Cindy Hayward  Offering Counters  Kris & Deb  
Contemporary Dir  Doug Anderson   Pastor Nancy Dreier  
Greeters/Ushers/Bell  John, Curt & Paul  
Altar Guild  Judy & Deb  

Him they found in Bethlehem, 
yet he wore no diadem; 
there they saw a maiden lowly 
with an infant pure and holy 
resting in her loving arms, 
resting in her loving arms. 
 
Guided by the star, they found 
him whose praise the ages sound. 
We too have a star to guide us, 
which forever will provide us 
with the light to find our Lord, 
with the light to find our Lord. 
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Weekly Church Schedule 
Monday (1/5)   6:30pm Boy Scouts       
Tuesday(1/6)   7am CFBC 
    7am Lydia Prayer 
Wednesday (1/7)  7pm Choir Rehearsal 
Friday (1/9)    3-8pm Bombers Dance Team  
Sunday (1/11)    9:30am Worship Service  
    10:45am Executive Team  
    3pm Bells of the Bluff  
 
Globe Offering for January 
Our globe  offering for January will be used to help the residents of Valley View Recovery 
Center here in  Cannon Falls.  The center offers high intensity  residential treatment services 
to adult men seeking recovery from substance use and mental health disorders.  
Over half of the individuals who choose to pursue  treatment at Valley View arrive there with 
only the clothes on their backs.  They need clothing!  We are asking you to bring in new or 
gently used clothing for men of any size. Winter attire is especially needed this time of year – 
hats, gloves,  jackets, etc. Even dress clothes are needed, as some men might need to go to 
job  interviews or court appearances at some time.  Under garments must be new and still in 
their package. NO USED UNDERWARE CAN  BE ACCEPTED.   
If you wish to contribute financially you can drop off your contribution into the globe on the  
table in the narthex or you can put it in the offering plate indicating on your envelope that is it 
for the Globe Offering, or write “Globe Offering” in the memo line of your check.   
Someone on the Mission’s Team will do the shopping with these funds.    
Thank you all for your generosity and kind, sharing hearts!  
 
 

Notice of Annual Meeting  
ATTENTION CHURCH MEMBERS:  

Please join St. Ansgar’s Lutheran Church for our Annual Meeting.  
Sunday, January 25th immediately following worship at 9:30 am. 

  
 
 
 
 

 


