Church started in
had 32 members

1869,

When St. Ansgar's Lutheran
Church was established in 1869,
life in Cannon Falls wasn't much
like we know it today. Many
residents were recent arrivals from
European countries.

Slavery had been recently
outlawed, and it was just a few
short years after the Civil War.

Racism was pervasive, and this
prejudice was often applied to
immigrants as well.

Life for many of these
immigrants revolved around their
church, where their familiar native
language of Swedish or German or
Norwegian was spoken, and
customs from the old country were

shared with other church members.
The congregation began with
32 members, and adopted the
constitution of the Augustana
Synod. Pastor Eric Norelius from
Vasa served the congregation for a
time until it called its first pastor,
Pastor Jonas Magny in 1871.

in January, 1873, at a cost of
$1,215.22. A tower and balcon
were added in 1882. The churc
was remodeled again in the early
1900s.

In 1900, the Dorcas Society
was formed, followed by the
Deborah Society in 1910, and the
Women's Missionary Society in

The first church was completed

(32,
"

- 1919.

The . transition~ from the’
Swedish language to English:
services began in 1927. At first,
“ the congregation alternated
between English and Swedish
. Sunday morning services; later

English was spoken during
morning services, and Swedish at
the Sunday night service. The
older generation died out and
Pastor Birger Nelson preached the
last Swedish service in 1950.

As the congregation grew, it
felt the need for a new church. The
land on which the present building
stands was purchased in 1965, and
in 1967 the members voted to
build a new sanctuary.

The new church was completed
and dedicated in 1970, and cost
$394,000. A new Casavant organ
was installed in 1982.

Current pastors of the

Ground-breaking in 1969 for the new St. Ansgar’s
church. L to R: Pastor Dan Pearson, Ken Althoff,
chairman of the building committee; Mrs. Wilbur
Scofield, music dept.; Gerald Lundell, supt. of the
church school; Daniel Robinson, representing the
church school children; Mrs. Gerald Lundell,
president of the Lutheran Church Women; Holmer

Peterson, congregational secretary; Gary Hansen,
president of the senior confirmation class; Richard
Gesme, junior confirmation class; Arvid Rugroden,
president of Lutheran Church Men; Oscar Palrud,
vice chairman of the church council; Todd Prink,
president of Luther League; Virgil Nelson, member
at large.

congregation are Pastor Charles
Jacobson, who came to Cannon
Falls in 1972, and Pastor Joanne
Sorenson, who has served since
1992. The church has 1,538
members.



The St. Ansgar’s Lutheran Church bell was taken from the old church
tower by crane and moved to the new location east of Cannon Falls.

St. Ansgar's LutheranChurch wraps up its 125th anniversary celebra-
tion with activities this weekend. Following a Saturday night banquet, a
special program is planned. Several musical groups will perform, and
Pastor Gary Olson, center, and his wife Jean will present a special skit.
Also pictured is their son David.



