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SERVING TODAY: Assisting Minister - Ken Ebert; Ushers -
Jerry Erickson, Ken Ebert, Dallas Forsman, Rod Sw:dhem,
Harold Gesme, David Mcmlove, Tony Lundell, Marvin Rapp;
Greeters - Mr. & Mrs. George Goudy, Mr. & Mrs. Burt
OZson_, reetings - Ken Althoff; Serving Units - Esther
& Ruth Umts, Anniversary Cake - Mr. & iMrs. Glen
Molstrom; Armniversary Committee - Carroll Palrud,
Dorothea Holmes, Muriel Johnson, Gladys Olson; Organist -
Marilyn Jacobson; Sermon - Pastor Gary Olson.

ALTAR FLOWERS are given in honor of the anniversary by
Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Bergstrom and family.

THE CHURCH CALENDAR
Today

Noon potluck dinner
Monday, September 17
7:00 p.m. - Church Council
7:00 p.m. - LCW Bible Study leaders meet
Wednesday, September 19
9:30 a.m. - Women's Morning Bible Study Sharing Group
3:30 p.m. - Son-Rise Singers
p.m. - Free-Spirit Singers
Church School, grades 1-6
Adult Bible Discussion Group
- Senior Choir .
.m. - 10th Grade Confirmation
Thureday, September 20
9:30 a.m. - Church School, ages 3-5
1:30 p.m. - Church School, ages 3-5
9:30 a.m. - Young Mothers Group
Saturday, September 22
NO Confirmation Classes
8:00 a.m. - Leave for Lutheran Youth Day at Gustavus
Cost $2.50 for day-$2.00 for bus
7:00 p.m. - Good News Group
Sunday, September 23 - PENTECOST 16
9:00 a.m. - Famly Worship
10:30 a.m. - Family Worship
6:00 p.m. - Cannon Manor Service
6:00 p.m. - Jr. Lg Meemng potluck supper with
parents Film- 'Step Over the Edge"
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REFLECTIONS
- by Dorothea Holmes

On this day, September 16, 1979, may we take a step
back in time to the year of 1869 - the year St. Ansgar's
Church was organized, A mere 110 years in the space of
time.

Imagine 1f you can - you who are very young - that at
that time in our town of Cannon Falls, there were no
radios, no T.V's, no telephones, no mail delivery.
Naturally no cars or trucks - not even roads. Trails?
yes, but no roads. Hardly even horses to pull the crude
lumber wagons of that time. Oxen were often used. There
was no train into Cannon Falls at that date. Still the
immigrants who had come to live here were anxious to
have a church where they could gather for services.

As it was, they were dependent on Rev. Norelius to bap-
tize their babies and to perform marriages at whenever
time he came to Cannon River Church or to a home close
by.

These sturdy God loving people had very little to donate
in money. But they gave of themselves in any way they
could. The men hauled lumber and stone to build with
and firewood for the stoves. As Edythe and Gordon
Beckman recalled their grandfather, John Beckman, haul-
ing lumber when the church was being built. No doubt
there were many other names we could add. But we older
ones did not listen too well either, so cannot recall
what our grandparents related.

These pioneer families lived in homes far from ideal.
Some were log cabins, some were simply dug-outs into a
hill side, to serve as shelters until they had enough
money to buy lumber for a house. I recall one man tell-
ing, with a smile, that they had "running water in their
house" - when a spring began to trickle through his
parents dug out home!

Remember however, that these are the people whom we
can thank for our St. Ansgar's beginnings and congre-



gation. And it is now yours to carry on.

The church was completed January 5, 1873 with Rev. Magny
as pastor.

For many years the rule for church services were for the
women and girls to be seated in the pews to the left

and the men and boys seated in the pews to the right.
Sunday morning services were at 10: 30 in the Swedish
language.

Sunday School for the rural area children was held in
the various homes on Sunday afternoons. The children
and the teachers walked a long distance to and from
these meeting places.

I know of three of these early teachers and wish I could
learn from somewhere or someone of others. My grand-
father, Peter Benson was one, Ole Holm and Nels Lind-
holm the other two. This was in the area east of town.
Alma Swanson tells of going to Sunday School in a coun-
try school house when she was a child. Her father,
Albert Johnson and Oscar Helgren taught there. This
was the southern area.

Also you must be told - you who are young - of that very
wonderful Christmas morning service, called Jul otta.

A carryover from- their native Sweden (where by the way
they still observe this custom). : Jul otta service was
held at 5 A.M. To get out of bed at 3 A.M., get dressed
and ride several miles to church -~ a church all brightly
1lit with candles and lights! The ride was in a sleigh
drawn by horses. Many teams had bells on their harness!
So again - imagine - a cold, crisp, dark winter night,
riding all bundled up, hearing the sound of sleigh bells
from various roads all heading towards that beautifully
1lit church.

I am glad I lived to have been along on this!

And too I must tell you of the pipe organ's "source of



energy.” In the back room there was a wooden handle
which extended out of the wall adjacent to the pipe
organ. This handle was pumped, up and down by the
custodian to operate and fill the bellows before and
during the music. The custodian's name was Mr. Stav.

Later Mr. Lundeen, who was grandfather to Muriel John- -
son and Norris Johnson, was our custodian for many
years. But I beleive the organ had been modernized
by then!

There are several persons whose grandparents were
among the early members. However it is hard to place
them all. I can mention Edythe Scofield who served as
our organist for 40 years; and her family. Also Her-
bert Johnson's Aunt, Agnes Swanson who served as a
faithful Sunday School teacher for so long. Herbert
Johnson still has in his possession the wedding certif-
icate of his grandparents, Mathilda Peterson and John
Swanson, married here on February 21, 1879, with the
church identified then as Swedish Evangelical Lutheran
Church, Cannon River Falls, Minnesota. Also, we have
as members: Mrs. Mae Molstrom, and her son Earl and
his family. Mae's maiden name was Norelius - of the
Rev. Erik Norelius ancestry.

How many know that the place in Riverside Park known
as Hannah's Bend was so named because a lady named
Hannah Nelson once lived almost across the road from
there. She never married and was quite alone. But she
taught Sunday School in St. Ansgar's for a long time.
So we can remember that whenever we picnic in that
pleasant spot.

The church women at a very early date organized their
society of church workers. They divided in three
groups. The town group was called the Dorcas Society,
the rural group east of town was Ostra Roten (Swedish
for eastern district), the ones sout of town called
theirs Sodra Roten (southern district). At that time
the meetings were held in the homes. Later, as the
church basement was remodled and automobiles were a



mode of travel the combined aids met there. Irene Mun-
son called to remind me of the time some years ago

when the ladies of the aid bought a pig! Their husbands
dressed it out, and then the women went to work and made
sausage, head cheese and pork roasts; which was served
at their annual smorgasbord. They did this for two
years. Really quite a lot of giving of ones self.

Now we have arrived to 1979, a strong dedicated congre-
gation, whose members stem from several nations. Ameri-
cans all, with a common goal - to worship together and
to work together to the glory of God. We have been
richly blessed in so many aways. May we always remem-
ber to offer our thanks to the Giver.



