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'CHURCH CALENDAR C

Church school every Sunday at 10.
‘Morning worship at 11.
- Evening service from October to.July at 8.
= Porcas first Friday of each month at 2:00 p. m.

. United Workers third Thursday at 2:30 from April to Oc-
ber, 2:00 p. m. during winter months. -

Womans ' Missionary SOclety fourth Friday every other
month at 3.

Luther League first Wednesday at 8.

Brotherhood each month from September to June. Meetings
to be announced.

Choir each Thursday except summer months at 8.
Children’s choir Thursday at 7:30.
Board of Administration quarterly meetings announced.
Annual meeting of the congregation second Wednesday eve-
ning in November at 8.
Installation of church offlcers the followmg Sunday after
the annual meeting.
Church school teachers last Friday of each month except
January, July and August.

- .«, . 'We preach Christ crucified for man’s salvation. There is no
other gospel. “God wants all men to ke saved and eome to the
~full knowledge of the truth.”

You are invited to these services. Welcome to St. Ansgars.
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FORWARD

We are sending forth herewith St. Ansgars Messenger, 75th
Anniversary Edition, to our members and friends. We regret
that because of war restrictions we cannot make it more elabor-
ate as we had first planned. Photo engraving work is. very
uncertain and almost prohibitive in price, All we were able
to do under such restrictions is to give a brief sketch of the
history and activities of the church. Because of limited space
we could give but a mere glance at the history and a very
short survey of its present activities. But we hope it is suffic-
ient to prove that we are still alive after 75 years and we are
still trying to do the Lord’s work in the spirit and vision of
our forefathers. S ) )

The ‘history would naturally be a repetition of what ‘was
presented at the 70th anniversary which we observed five years
ago. The last fifteen years’ ministry of the present pastor has
been condensed as much as possible, recording only in detail
what has been accomplished since. the last anniversay.

We want to say a word of thanks to our merchant sponsors
for their contribution for advertising space. We hope our mem-

bers and friends will show their appreciation by word and deed.

We also want to thank the presidents of the church societies
for their contributions in form of brief reports. Some very im-
portant historical records are missing for some unaccountable
reason. Lacking such historical data these articles are more in
form of an annual report than an historical sketch.

A word of thanks should also be express to our publishers,
the €annon Falls Beacon for past punctual service and for the
splendid work they are doing on this issue.

THE EDITING COMMITTEE
The Pastor

Holmer L. Peterson

George E. Dalton



St. Ansgars Lutheran Churoh

Seventy-fifth Anniversary r

PROGRAM

October 6th to October 8th, 1944

FRIDAY EVENING, OCT. 6th, 8 P. M.
Hymn ........c.ccocvan.. Congregation
Altar Service—Vespers ........ Pastor
Hymn ......ccocoveeenenens Congregation
Sermon . ....ooieieenn Dr. J. N. Brandelle
Vocal Solo .............. Esther Kahler

Greetings—In behalf of Goodhue District
Rev. Oscar Sandahl

Congregation

Hymn
Offertory—
Closing Altar Service—

SATURDAY AFTERNOON—HISTORICAL
SESSION 2:30

Hymn
Scripture Reading and Prayer ............

.................... Rev. C. E. Odell
Hymn Congregation
Short History of the Church ...... Pastor

Vocal Duet. Mrs. Reuben Edstrom and
Florence Olson,

Greetings from Cannon Falls Mayor and
resident pastors.

Announcements and Offertory—
Hymn Congregation
Benediction—

Refreshments in newly decorated social
rooms.

Note: All members who have reached the

age of 75 years will occupy seats of honor
in front of pulpit.

SUNDAY MORNING OCTOBER 8th

Church School at 10.

Clifford Swanson, speaker.

Music by Church School Choir.

Morning Worship at 11.

Hymn Congregation

Liturgists: Clifford Swanson and Dr. J. N.
Brandelle

Epistle Lesson—
Hymn (Gradual) ..........
Cospel Lesson and Creed ..

Congregation
Ladies Chorus

Hymn ......cccovvivivnnn. Congregation
Announcement Sermon .. Dr. Jno. Oslund
Announcements—

Anthem ................. Ladies Chorus
Anniversary Sermon .... Dr. Jno. Oslund
Hymn .........ccoivvvnune Congregation
Offertory—

Closing Altar Service—

AFTERNOON SESSION

Hymn ...ooevervennnneerane Congregation
Scripture Reading and Prayer—
Anthem .............c0... Ladies Chorus

Anniversary Address .. Dr. Emil Swenson

Trio: Mrs. Edythe Scofield, Mrs. T. Vaaler,
Mrs. M. R. Williams.

Offertory and Announcements—

Vocal Solo: Mr. Lester Mikelson, St. Olaf
College,

Hymn

Benediction—

Sunday Supper

Congregation

In Social Rooms

SUNDAY EVENING 8:00 P. M.

Confirmation Reunion

Processional .............. Mrs. Scofield
Hymn ......ccociiviieeenss Congregation
Scripture Reading and Prayer—

Anthem ................. Ladies’ Chorus

Address: Dr. Edgar Carlson, President of
Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter

Vocal Solo Miss Joyce Elstad

Responce: “What have I received from my
confirmation instruction”

Flute Duet: Robert Vaaler & Eleanore Olson
Responses from confirmation classes—-
Word of admonition from former pastors
Announcements and Offertory—
Benediction—

Pastors who have served St. Ansgars since
its nrganization in 1869.



75th ANNNIVERSARY OF ST ANSGARS
CHURCH

Cannon Falls, Minn.
October 6th to 8th, 1944

“But now he hath promised, saying, Yet
once more I shake not the earth only but
also heaven. And this word, Yet once more,
signifieth the removing of those things that
are shaken, as of things that are made,
that those things which cannot be shaken
may remain. Wherefore we receiving a
kingdom which cannot pe moved let us
have grace, whereby we may serve God
with reverence and Godly fear.” Heb.
12:26-28.

“We have received
cannot be shaken.”

Since we observed our 70th anniversary
five years ago many institutions, hoary
with age, have fallen never to rise again.
Earthly kingdoms have been shaken to
their very foundations, and things which
men have always. valued highly have crumb-
led into dust. Many lives have been lost,
homes ruined, whole cities destroyed and
things which we have considered priceless
and indestructible have Leen reduced by
ruthless hands to ashes and oblivion. The
last five years has been g3 period of unpre-
cedented upheaval and destruction of both
life and property. Surely God has shaken
both the earth and the héavens. The church,
though shaken out of its former complac-
ency, remains to minister to the funda-
mental needs of humanity. Truly we have
received a kingdom which cannot be moved,
And this 75th anniversary is a convincing
testimony of the bermanency of the king-
dom of God which has been transmitted to
the church for promotion.

In comparison with the long history of
the; Christian church 75 years is a very
short period but in looking back over the
years we can detect God’s guiding and
sustaining hand for which we are eternall
grateful and for which we at this anniversary
want to give expression in hymns of praise
and words of thanksgiving. To Him be
honor and glory forever; for His mercy
endureth forever.

At this 75th anniversary it would be su-
Perfluous and needless repition to dwell at
length on the past history of the church.
This was presented in detail at our 70th
anniversary and I refer you to the history
that was printed in the anniversary number
of the ST. ANSGARS MESSENGER issued
in Dec. of that year.

But for the benefit of thcse new membersg
who were not with us at the 70th anni-
versary I will here quote from the early
history of the church as it was presented
at the last anniversary in 1939:

“It is comforting to know that in the
upbuilding of His kingdom, God has al-
ways made use of human instruments as
His servants. Unconscious of any ability
and often ignored and unesteemed by the
worldly wise, they labored in obscure plac-
es of the vineyard often without remunera-
tion and recognition until God called them

a. kingdom which

to their final revard. Among such servants
Dr. Eric Norelius is the most distinguished
both in ability as well as his long years
of faithful service to the church. From the
25th anniversary written by the Rev. G. A.
Stenborg, then pastor of the church, I
quote the following from Dr. Norelius’ first
visit to Cannon Falls in the winter of 1857:

““When he arrived both his hands and
face were frozen, but he continued to come
and as early as 1857 organized a congrega-
tion but as the hard times came just before
the Civil war most of the Swedish people
then composing the newly organized church
moved out to Cannon River and took the
congregation with them, which then became
the beginning of the Cannon River congre-
gation. He told about that lots had been
donated to build a church and lumber had
reen hauled from Red Wing. But as the
Swedish people moved away the building of
the church was abandoned and the lum-
ber was left lying on the empty lots. After
awhile he came over to lcok at the lumber
and found most of it had disappeared. What
was left he traded for a sack of flour, and
in that way the church was changed into
a sack of flour.

“The congregation that was organized
in Cannon Falls, in 1857, was not St. Ans-
gars bu the Cannon River, which was later
moved out and placed about a mile north
from the crossroad that leads to the Min-
eral Springs sanatorium. St. Ansgars church
was not organized until after the Civil
war, in 1869. According to available rec-
ords, a Rev. P. A. Cederstam was preach-
ing in Cannon Falls at the time of the
organization. He was therefore asked by
Rev. Norelius to serve as chairman while
the latter served as secretary of the meet-
ing. It was called for the 15th of August
in 1869 and the meetiny was held in the
village -school house, now occupied by
DeScto Produce Co., and for a long time
used by Cannon Falls cheese factory. The
following persons became charter members:

“Custaf Westman and wife, A. P. John-
socn and wife, John H. Mattson and wife,
E. G. Bergman and wife, Magnus Ander-
son and wife, J. P. Anderson and wife, G.

‘A. Widerstrom and wife, John Beck and

wife, A. W. Carlson and wife, Otto John-
son and wife, Lewis Larson and wife, C. P.
Swanson and wife, J. F. Moline and wife,
S. C. Widholm and wife, Gust Thunberg
and wife, Chas. Jackson. Total number, 31
persons.

“There are no charter members living
today. As far as T have been able to ascer-
tain the following are children of the char-
ter members: Mr. Andrew Anderson, was
12 years old when the congregation was
organized; Mr. Chas. Widhom and Miss
Emma Johnson, born before the organiza-
tion of the church and they have thus been
members 70 years.

“The following four resolutions were
adopted at the organization meeting:

“l. Resolved, that we the above named
persons in the name of the trinity of God
join ourselves together as a Swedish Ev.
Luth. Church at thig Place and the name



of said congregation shall be ST. ANS-
GARS SW. EV. CHURCH OF CANNON
FALLS, MINN.

«2, Resolved, that the Augustana Synod’s
constitution for congregations is hereby
adopted without change. .

«3. Resolved, that a subscription be tak-
en for minister salary and that we together
with the Cannon River congregation to-
gether call a pastor.

«4_ Election of deacons followed: G. West-
man, A. P. Anderson and John Mattson.

“Before adjourning it was decided to
have a joint meeting with the Cannon
River congregation for the purpose of call-
ing a pastor. On the 29th of August the
meeting was held. The pastor’s salary was
set for $450.00 but the pastor was not
called until a later meeting in September,
as they first had to agree on candidates.
Three were nominated: J. Ausland receiv-
ed 28 votes, Magny 2, and Cederstam 10.
Ausland was declared elected but declined
the call. Another meeting was held in Jan-
uary, 1870, when a theological student was
called by the name of Westerdahl but as
he failed to be ordained he only served
them for a year. In May, in 1871, two lots
were purchased in block 65 but a clear
title could not be had so the present site
was purchased the following year, lots 8
and 9 in block 77, for the sum of 100 dol-
lars. Rev. J. Magny was called as pasior
‘and entered upon his duties in December,
1871.

“The little, struggling congregation had
now a resident pastor, a building site but
no church. When the congregation was in-
corporated in 1872 it was decided to elect
a building committee, consisting of John
Danielson, S. A. Renquist, A. P. Johnson,
John Mattson, and G. Westman On the 6th
of January, 1873, the church was completed
at a cost of $1,215.22 and the amount rais-
ed was $3.00 more than the cost. In May
1873, the Minnesota conference held their
meeting here and a collection of $100 was
lifted to cover indebtedness. The congrega-
tion was now equipped with both pastor
and church building and it grew in grace
and numerical strength year by year. The
structure raised in 1872 is still, as far as
I am able to ascertain, a part of the pre-
sent church edifice. Some changes and ad-
ditions were made since then and in 1908,
during Rev. Edlund’s ministry, the cross
section was added and the dining room
basement.

“Rev. Magny served the little congrega-
tion with ability and faithtulness until
June 6, 1875, when he accepted a call to
become field secretary for Gustavus Col-
lege in St. Peter. During this short minis-
try of four years the little flock was knit
together in tender fellowship which caused
many heartaches when the bond was sev-
ered at his departure. He had been their
first resident pastor. Under his ministry
the church was built. He confirmed the
first confirmation class. He baptized their
children and buried their dead. He was be-
loved by all and it was a sad day for the
congregation when he left. But the Lord’s

work does not depend on any one person no
matter how indispensable they may seem
to be at the time of their service. The Lord
buries His servants but the work goes on.

«“There is always some one who can take
their place. Such a person was found in
Rev. Aaron Wahlin, who was tendered a
call in July the same year. He for some
reason of his own declined the call but
after a month they called him again. After
a long time of reflection he answered fav-
orably, provided they would wait until after
the next meeting of the synod, to which
they agreed.

Rev. Wahlin preached in introductory
sermon on .June 18, 1876. He laid great
emphasis on conversion and faith or what
is called in theology the evangelical em-
phasis. Many indifferent sinners were
stirred in their conscience and began to
cal upon the name of the Lord.

“Under his ministry a parsonage was
purchased from Rev. Magny for the sum
of $1,650.00, a very large sum for those
days. It was a heavy burden for the con-
gregation to shoulder; for the people were
poor and money was hard to get in the
depression during Grant’s administration.
But by perseverance the money was raised
and the debt lifted. It is the hard things
and not the easy that develops stamina
and characten in a congregation as well
as in the individual. If improvement were
held back until money was in sight there
never would be anything done. It is by
vision and faith we go forward. Without
vision, we are told, the people perish.

“The membership of the church was in-
creasing every year. At the annual meeting
in 1882 it was decided to add 20 feet to
the church, to which was added the gallery
and the tower. The building committee
consisted of J.*Danielson, J. F. Moline,
Olof Erickson, G."Widerstrom, John Thoor-
sell, B. Bengtson and Alfred Widholm. The
funds were evideritly raised for the record
does not speak of any inedebtedness. In
June, 1885, the Minnesota Conference again
met in Cannon Falls. On November 22,
1886, Rev. Wahlin tendered his resigna-
tion after having served the congregation

‘11 years. The following year, in April, the

third resident pastor, G. A. Stenborg, as-
sumed leadership of the congregation. Dur-
ing his ministry, from 1887 to 1895, the
young people raised funds for the bell at
a cost of $450.00, painting the interior of
the church for $300, and installed the first
pipe organ for $1,000.00. The total amount
raised by the young people’s society was
$1,750. In those days, however, the older
people were along at all the meetings of
the young people as they do in our neigh-
boring church to this day. The young peo-
ple’s society simply sponsored the raising
of this amount.

“During Stenborg’s ministry the first
anniversary was held on Sunday, June 17,
1894. This was the 25th anniversary and I

‘now quote the account given by the Can-

non Falls Beacon as written by the editor,
S. 8. Lewis.” From the Beacon in 1894:
“Sunday, June 17, 1894, will be remem-



bered as one of the great days in the his-
tory of the village of Cannon Falls. About
1,500 people had assembled here for the
purpose of celebrating the 25th anniver-
sary of the organization of the Swedish
Lutheran Church. The day opened bright
and clear and nature seemed in its most
complacent mood. The recent rains had
given back to the grass and trees all their
vernal freshness. while the flowers were,
if possible, more delightfully fragrant and
beautiful than ever. It was not a warm
day and was withal a delightful one, with-
out an unpleasant incident to mar its tran-
quility.

“At 10 a. m. the exercises began by mu-
sic and a sermon by Dr. Norelius. At 12,
when the services were through, it was an-
nounced that a free dinner for all who at-
tended was ready. The dinner would be
given at the old school house by the con-
gregation and all were invited to go there
and the result was that between 1,400 and
1,600 were served an elegant dinner. The
tables were loaded down with food and
elegantly decorated with floral bouquets.
At half past two they again assembled at
the church and at three o’clock the pro-
cession of the members who were present
when the congregation was organized ap-
peared, headed by Rev. G. A. Stenborg and
took their seats around the altar on chairs
placed there for the occasion, then some
music was rendered by the choir.

“The history of the congregation from its
organization was given by the pastor, Rev.
G. A. Stenborg.”

“From this history the present pastor
has gathered the historical facts presented
in this sketch. From the beginning of Rev.
Swan Johnson’s ministry in 1895 to the
present, there is no record availablé. We
will therefore let the pastors who served
the congregation give their reminiscences.
They are all here with the exception of
Rev. Edlund, who served from 1908 to 1911.

“The dates of the ministries are as fol-
lows:
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

Swan Johnson, from 1895 to 1902.
J. N. Brandelle, from 1904 to 1908.
J. A. Edlund, from 1908 to 1911.

Dr. P. A. Mattson, from 1911 to 1921.
J. E. Oslund, from 1921 to 1927
Rev. C. O. Bergquist, from 1927 to 1928.
Rev. Birger Nelson, from August, 1929,—.

Between Bergquist and the present pas-
tor a lay preacher by the name of Aug.
Westlund, now a blessed memory, served
the congregation with exemplary faithful-
ness and won the affection of the members
of the congregation. A student by the name
of Lawrence A. Peterson served the con-
gregation in the summer of 1910.

“Rev. Swan Johnson will give some rem-
iniscences of his seven years ministry to-
night as well as Rev. Brandelle. Rev. Ed-
lund has sent a greeting which I now read.
It was during his ministry that the church
wag rebuiit for a cost of $10,000. We re-
gret that he cannot be here to tell us
about it. .

“Dr. P. A. Mattson came here from St.
Peter n 1911, after having served with

ability and pious devofion as president of
our Christian college for several years.
He served during the trying years of the
war hysteria. During his ministry the pre-
sent pipe organ was installed at the cost
of .$2,500. His teaching and powerful
preaching ministry has been a blessing to
the congregation from which the present
pastor has profited and made possible an
enlarged ministry. He will personally give
us some reminiscences at the conclusion
of this sketch. We are grateful to the
Lord that he has regained some of his
usual vigor so that he can be present at
our anniversary and give us a greeting.

‘Dr. Oslund came here from Moscow,
Idaho, after Dr. Mattson in 1921. He served
with marked ability during the post-war
period and during the transition from one
language to the bilingual service. Very few
pastors in our synod can carry on such
an efficient ministry equally well in two
languages as Dr. Oslund did. He brought
eminent intellectual attainments into the
pulpit and thus served the church in both
devotion and scholarship which is seldom
found in one person. The congregation
holds him in high esteem and looks for-
ward to his message on the anniversary
day. )

“Between the ministry of Dr. Oslund and
Rev. Bergquist, the congregation was serv-
ed by theological student Carl B. Moberg.

“Rev. C. O. Bergquist, now of blessed
memory, had a very short ministry of 10
months. Because of sickness in the family
it was difficult for him to continue his
services and he returned to Forest Lake,
Minn., from here he came. In spite of his
brief stay he and his family are held in
high esteem because of his devotion and
affable personality.

“It has already been mentioned that
Aug. Westlund, a capable lay preacher,
served the congregation with Rev. San-
stead of Spring Garden as vice-pastor dur-
ing the vacancy until the undersigned as-
sumed charge on the third Sunday in Aug-
ust, 1929.

“There is a natural tendency in the one
who writes a history of a church, to record
more of his own ministry than that of his
predecessors and thus leave the impressios
that he is boasting about his own accomp-
lishments. To forestall any such notion I
want to say in all sincerity and meekness
of spirit that I entered into the labor of
my esteemed predecessors. They laid a sure
foundation on which I built and what has
keen accomplished is just as much to their
credit as mine. Had any one remained un-
til the congregation was ready for the im-
provements they would have shown more
efficient leadership than the present hum-
ble servant. If I therefore mention the
achievements during my ministry because
I am in a position to recall them as a
personal recollection while in the case of
my predecessors it becomes a matter of
record. I also want to give credit to the
members of the congregation for the con-
fidence in my leadership and for their loyal
moral and financial support. Without this



nothing could have been accomplished. To
them belong this credit and not to me.”

This 75th anniversary is also the pre-
sent pastor’s 15th. It has been a period of
extensive improvements on the church pro-
perty at a cost of nearly $13,000.00. It is
not necessary to mention each detail. This
beautiful sanctuary is a testimony that
willing hands have been at work on God’s
house sparing neither cost nor effort. We
wish here to express our sincere thanks
for the support of this important work.
May the Lord bless all cheerful givers.

Since our 70th anniversary improvements
have been made in the basement. The

- church and parsonage have been painted,
the parsonage papered and the bath-room
modernized. The latter improvement has
been paid for by the United Workers. As
this report is being written the whole
church basement is cleaned up and painted
in very attractive colors which we hope
will be appreciated by all and will be ready
for inspection at this anniversary. We thank
all whe have given free labor and dona-
tions to defray the cost of this needful
improvement.

During the last five years we have re-
ceived a bequest of $1000.00 from the es-
tate of Mrs. F. R. Anderson and $500.00
from the estate of Mrs. Anna Jenson. The
former has been applied on the cost of
painting the church and parsonage, the
latter we still hold in trust until desposi-
tion is made by deccision of the congre-
gation. We have also received a donation
of $1500.00 from Mr. Algot Johnson which
is to be used for the installation of cathe-
dral chimes as soon as these can be pur-
chased after the war. For these bequests
and donations we say a hearty thanks. May
many more follow.

In this 15 year period 200 children have
been baptized, 246 have been confirmed,
81 couples have been united in holy wed-
lock, 202 have been laid to rest of which
189 have been members, 227 have beexn
transferred or dropped. The membership
is now 535 communicant members.

Four of our young men confirmed in
this period are entering the holy ministry.
Marvin Johnson was the first to be or-
dained and is now laboring in the vineyard
at Funk, Neb. Clifford Swanson is to be
ordained in the Norwegion Luth. church
sometime after Christmas, and Neale Nel-
son will be ordained next spring and Ken-
nsth Althoff has just entered the Luther
Seminary this summer. We are glad for
these witnesses going forth from our
church to serve the Lord in the holy minis-
try. May the Lord abundantly bless their
labars and make them effective witnhesses
of His grace to the salvation of immortal
souls is our sincere prayer for these young
_men.

Fifty-four young men have gone forth
from our church into the service of their
country. For them our prayers ascend. So
far no gold star has been placed on our
service flag. We are waiting and praying
for their safe return. When that day
...nes we shall have a thanksgiving service

in our church. May that day soon be here.

We rejoice at this anniversary that our
conference obligations have been paid up
in full. Because of the heavy expenses in
our church improvement program during
the hard depression we began to run be-
hind in our conference dues as far back
as in 1933. It kept on accumulating every
year during the depression until now it has
been fully liquidated. We are grateful to
the two aids for their financial help of
$500.00 each and also to the executive
com. of the conference for giving us much
encouragement and making it possible for
us to meet this obligation.

We are also glad that over half of our
Centennial thankoffering has been paid in.
We came . a little short of meeting our
quota but when we consider that we raised
our conference obligations the same year
making a sum total of over $5,100.00 for

“benevolent purposes in one year I think we

have occasion to rejoice and thank God
for making this possible. This amount does
not include our contribution to USO which
was the largest per capita in the county
and for the World Action which is still
coming in. May the Lord alone have glory
for what has been accomplished.

“WHEREFORE WE RECEIVING A
KINGDOM WHICH CANNOT BE MOVED
LET US HAVE GRACE, WHREBY WE
MAY SERE GOD WITH REVERENCE
AND GODLY FEAR.”

We have now reviewed the past and
traced the beginning of the gospel minis-
try in our midst. But we must not remain
looking merely backward; we must look
also forward and venture out in faith.

“We have received a kingdom that can-
not be shaken.” How much we have re-
ceived these 75 years, Sunday after Sun-
day, year after year the church bell has
called his children to come and receive the
bread of life that giveth life, to come and
drink from the fountain of the living wa-
ter. Immeasurable streams of grace have
flown forth from the throne of God to give
healing unto the nations. On this 75th an-
niversary let us pause and inquire what
have we done with these redeeming streams
of grace? Have we turned away from the
living water to quench our thirst from
the wells of the world that do not satisfy
the souls thirst for the living God. There
are two admonitions in our text: (1) Let
Us Have Grave; (2) That We May Serve
God With Reverence and Godly Fear. ....

LET US HAVE GRACE, is a Hebrewism
which means, Seek His Grace, make us of
the means of grace which is the word of
God and the holy sacraments. We are en-
joined tc make prayerful use of the open
altar, to diligently read and hear the word
that we might grow in grace and in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. Are
we more effective in our testimony now
than we were 25 or 50 years ago? These
searching questions we cannot escape as
we review the past and contemplate what
we have received.

The other admonition, That We May
Serve God With Reverence and Godly Fear.



We are saved to serve. There are many
opportunities for service There is a call
o our young men to enter the holy minis-
try. Four have heeded the call. There is
room for many more. We can serve God
with reverence and Godly fear by enlisting
in the great missionary cause. This should
not be left to the women of the church
only. Every saved man should heed the
call to serve God with reverence and Godly
fear. You have a neighbor who is careless
with his soul. What are you doing to bring
him or her under the influence of God’s re-
deeming grace?

I am listing here the faithful servants
of the Lord who have served this church
during the 75 years of its ministry in Can-
non Falls. What was your attitude to them
as they walked in and out among you pro-
claiming the word of God? Did you heed
their message?

Pastors who have served during the seventy
years since organization of the church:

J. Magney (deceased) ........ 1871—1875
A. Wahlin (deceased) ........ 18761887
G. A. Stenborg (deceased) ....1887—1895
Swan Johnson, retired, Minne-

apolis ............ ... . ..., 1895—1902

J. N. Brandelle, Supt. Home for
the Aged, Chicago, IIl. ....1904—1908
J. A. Edlund, retired, Seattle,

Wash., .......... ... ... 1908—1911
P. A. Mattson, deceased, Minne-
apolis, Minn. .............. 1911—1921

Jno. E. Oslund, Pastor of Vasa 1921—1927

C. O. Berquist (deceased) ....1927-—1928
Birger Nelson, Present Pastor ..1929—
Aug. Westlund served as lay

preacher .................. 1928—1929
Rev, Aug. P. Lawrence as student

pastor ............ ... ..., 1910—
Carl A. Moberg as student pas-

tor ... 1927—

‘“‘Remember them which have the rule over
you, who have spoken unto you the
Word of God.” Heb. 13:7.

We are also printing the names of the
young men who have gone forth from our
church in the service of their country.
They are enduring hardships and facing
danger, and some of them may have to
give their lives in defense of the principles
we hold dear. Let Christian people con-
tinue to pray for their safe return to their
homeland.

MEN IN SERVICE

Olver JJ. Althoff " Rokert Wenz

Clarence W. Nelson
Ellwood Peterson
Leonard Peterson
Willard Prink
George L. Rapp
Marvin K. Rapp
Norvin Skog
Robert L. Stultz
Glenn A. Swanson
Ralph Swanson
Adelbert Vernstrom
Eldridge Wanstrom

Harold Olson
Merlyn Loven
Robt. Hammarstrand
Norvin Olson

Gust Johnson
Wallace Swanson
Bertram Kulander
William Prink

-Harle Skog

Harlan Widholm
Wilbur Scofield, Jr.
Robert Burggren

J. Everett Anderson
Leverne Anderson
Everett W. Anderson
Morris Anderson
Virgil Anderson
Marvin Berg

Carl J. Carlson
Harvey Hecht
Bradford Hultgren
Wilton Knutson
Lloyd Knutson
Harvey Lundell
Lyle Lundell
Norris Y. Nelson

Gorden Fredrickson
John Holmes
Heibert Johnson
Calvin Duncan
Eldridge Roisum
Howard Season
Winston Nelson
Irving Johnson
Donald Johnson
Kenneth Vernstrom
Alonzo Peterson
Marlowe Lindahl
LeRoy Rapp
Williamn Midness

Since our 70th anniversary the following
members have departed from our midst,
(after the anniversary Nov. 4th-5th, 1939).

1939
Samuel Albert Johnson

1940
Chas. John Widholm
Alice Selander
Mrs. Peter Erickson
Mr. G. Arthur Johnson
Mrs. F. R. Anderson
Master Verne Johnson

1941
Mrs. Minnie Caroline Johnson
Hulda Carlson
Louisa Larson
Ole Emmanuel Erickson
Carl Gustaf Soderquist
Sven Johan Amnderson
Mary Wenz
Anna Jensen ;
Johanna Beckman '
Mrs. Soderlund
Nels Munson
Mrs. Hokenstrom ‘
T. R. Johnson !
Mrs. Violet Wahlstrom
John C. Holm
Mrs. Ida Erickson ,

1942

IMrs. John Wolander

Mrs. Arthur Hecht

Algot W. Swanson ‘
Lewis H. Lorenson ;
Miss Victoria, Nelson .
A. GG. Anderson o
. Mrs. Oscar Olson .
Mrs. Julia Benson

1943
C. O. Lundquist ‘
Carl A. Olson ;
Mrs. Magnus Olson i
Sjeur Midness. '

1944 (To Sept. 15) c
Mrs. Elizabeth Johnson
Mrs. Mathilea Wickey’
Frank Benson
Gust Wahlberg
Herman W. Johnson
Magnus Olson
Mrs. Edna Jonetts Benson

We bow our heads in tribute to these
faithful memters who, we hope, have gone
to their eternal home. As we recall these
departed friends a timely word of the Lord
comes to us: -



“Wherefore seeing we are compassed
about with so great a cloud of witnesses
let us lay aside every weight, and the sin
that doth so easily beset us, and let us
run with patience the race that is set
before us.” Heb. 12:1.

As we look over these names many
sacred memories are revived! hallowed
associations are recalled. Many of these
members were with. us at the 70th anni-
versary. Two remarked at the annual meet-
ing when we discussed whether to observe
the seventieth or not that many now liv-
ing would not be with us at the seventy-
fifth. They spoke prophetically; for they
passed away two years later.

Many who are taking part in this anni-
versary will not be here for the next. ‘“Let
us then run with patience the race that is
set before us” and heed the words of the
poet,

“So live, that when thy summons come
to join, the innumerabe caravan, which
moves to that mysterious ream, where each
shall take his chamber in the silent halls
of death, thou go not like the quarry slave
at night, scourged to his dungeon, but, sus-
tained and soothed by an unfaltering trust,
approach thy grave like one who wraps
the drapery of his couch about h1m and
lies down to pleasant dreams”

A CLOSING WORD

This brief sketch has been a mere pass-
ing glance at the parade of time in review-
ing the history of St. Ansgars church. Much
more could be written. But limited space
did not permit. After all the most import-
ant things that happen in a church as well
as in the individual are never told on
-paper. The soul struggles, the tears and
heart-aches, the temptations, doubts and
fears, the moments of joy and sorrows—
these are seldom recorded or retold but
usually go down into the grave unsung. And
yet these are the common experiences of
mankind throughout the ages.

—THE PASTOR

THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY

The Woman’s Missionary Society has a
God-given mission to maintain and promote
the great mission cause in every church.
Unfortunately it has been delegated to the
women when it should be the burning
concern of every christian. To bring the
means of Grace to the unsaved in the
church and local community as well as
to those in foreign lands is the commission
given to the whole church and must not be
delegated to a few. But because the church
was lukewarm in its missionary activity

or rather its inductivity God put it on the

hearts of christian women to “go and tell
my brethern” about the salvation of Jesus
Christ. And this the Woman’s Missionary
Society of the Augustana Synod has done
very effectively since its organization in
Lindsberg, Kan., over 50 years ago.

Our Local Home and Foreign Missionary
Society was organized during Dr. P. A.
Mattson’s ministry July 17, 1919 by the
district president, Mrs. Peterson. The of-
ficers elected were Mrs. P. A. Mattson,
president and Mrs. Andrew Prink, treas-
urer, The following are listed as ‘charter
members: Mrs. J. Swanson, Mrs. Hilma
Hawkinson, Mrs. Andrew Prink, Mrs. Nels
Skog, Mrs. P. A. Mattson, Mrs. Chas. Burg-
gren, Mrs. Nels Munson, Miss Betsy Pear-
son and Mrs. P. Allen. It was decided to
meet twice each year in January and
September. The following year in December
Mrs. F. R. Anderson was elected president.
Mrs. Ored Olsson, secretary and Mrs, An-
drew Prink, treasurer.

Mrs. F. R. Anderson and Mrs. Ored Olson
were elected delegates to first convention
in Red Wing in 1920. The following year
they reported an income of $43.70 for
missions,

Space will not permlt a continued history
of the activities of this society. It has now
grown to 59 members and income for
missions is usually over $200.00 each year.
The income for this year from November,
1943 to September is $262.95.

The society holds six meetings a year
with special meetings when returned mis-
sionars are available. The present officers
are Mrs. T. Vaaler, president, Miss Clara
Skog, vice president, Mrs. Birger Nelson,
secretary and Mrs. Anna Olson, treasurer.

We plead for more members and finan-
cial support for this worthy cause, Let
us try to enlist every woman in the con-
gregation to join the Missionary Society.
Here is opportunity for christian service.
God calls you and God needs you in this
service.

In behalf of the

Missionary Society

THE LUTHER LEAGUE

In the absence of the president, who is
now in the service of his country, the pas-
tor will assume the responsibility of re-
porting on the Luther League.

The young people in our church are
taking a very active part in our church
work. Besides their own organization they
are working in the church school, singing
in the choir and attending the public serv-
ices.

Fifteen years ago St. Ansgars church
was looked upon by the young people as
“the old people’s church.” Now they cheer
us with their presence and we are much
encouraged by their interest in their church.

In looking back over the history of the
church I find there was a young people’s
organization during Rev. Stenborg’s min-
istry, 1887 to 1895. During his ministry
the young people raised money for a bell
at a cost of $450.00, painted the interior
of the church and installed the first pipe

-organ for $1000.00. During Rev. Swan John-

son’s time from 1896 to 1902 there was,
a econfirmation organization which con-
ducted their meetings, as they did also
during Stenborg’s, in the Swedish language.



AT A TR

Even as late as during Dr. Mattson’s time
we find some Swedish numbers on the
program though at this time the business
was conducted in the English language.

The young people’s society was later
merged into the confirmation organization
at the beginning of the century and this
in turn was changed to the Luther League
though there is no record just when this
took place.

In our report which must of necessity
be brief we will sum it up under three
questions: 1. What is the Luther League;
2. What is its purpose; 3. How does it
function ?

The Luther League could just as well be
called the Confirmation League; for that
is really what it is in the local church.
But as other leagues meet in convention
as districts, conferences and synod it is
more convenient to give it a more inclusive
neme; and hence the Luther League was
adopted. It is then the church organization
for the confirmation classes. It consists of
all those who have been confirmed. In some
churches where the young people remain
in the local church after high school grad-
uation we have both junior and senior
leagues. But in our church it is not prac-
tical to have more than the junior.

What is the purpose? It is to give them
social relations under christian surround-
ings during the formative teen age. Young
people need christian guidance and fellow-
ship during this adolescent period; ard
where - can they get this except in th»
church where they were confirmed?

How does the Luther League function?
After each class is confirmed it is present-
ed to the Luther League at its next meet-
ing and a reception is given them. In the
beginning of the school year the new mem-
bers are placed on serving committees and
their part in the league begins.

The league conducts one weekly meet-
ing each month which is divided into three
parts. A devotional period led by the pas-
tor when religious truths are presented
in form of a quiz, with scripture reading
and prayer by the president, and songs
selected either by the leader or the group.
After the devotional period which is always
kept within a half hour, a short snappy
program is given, after which the social
part begins. Ring games and guessing con-
tests usually constitute the social part of
the program with refreshments served for
the small sum of ten cents.

Last year we had good attendance at
all the meetings ccnsidering the small
group remaining in our community, We
usually had from 25 to 40 at each meeting.
The great drawback with our Luther
L.eague work is that when leaders are
trained they leave either for college or
enter the service, or seek employment in

some other locality; and this compells us-

to begin all over again, training new
leaders.

The league also conducts one Sunday
evening service each month when, if pos-
sible, guest speakers are secured and spe-
cial music is given. We hope to do this

again this year, Qur guest speakers for
October and November will be former mem-
bers who are now studying for the min-
istry.

With help and encouragement of the
parents and older members of the congre-
gation we are looking forward to another
helpful year for our young people.

THE PASTOR

DORCAS SOCIETY

NOW THERE WAS AT JOPPA A
CERTAIN DESCIPLE NAMED TA-
BITHA WHICH BY INTERPRETA-
TION IS CALLED DORCAS. THIS
WOMAN WAS FULL OF GOOD
WORKS AND ALMS DEEDS WHICH
SHE DID. Acts. 9-36. -

With this Bible verse as their guide the
Dorcas Society cof the St. Ansgars Luther-
an church was organized.

It was in the beautiful spring of 1900 that
a group of about 19 young girls, together
with their pastor the Rev. Swan Johnson,
met at the parsonage for the first time to
organ:ze this Sceiety with the pastors wife,
Mrs. Swan Johnson as president. Vice pres-
ident, Selma Skow, secretary, Edna Peter-
gon, treasurer, Agnes Swanson.

I shall also list a few of the members
that were at this first meeting: Nellie Ol-
son, Ellen Carlson, Effie Johnson, Etta
Johnson, Ida Anderson, Alice Allen, Nannie
Skog, Nancy Danielson, Anna Olson, Josie
Lundeen, Mary Danielson.

There may, be some names omitted of
which the writer has no knowledge. The
names given by me here are merely a test
of good memory from some of the charter
membkery of which we have only two at
the present time, namely, Mrs. J. F. An-
derson and Miss Aghes Swanson.

There are others that are still with us
but have not been affiliated with the So-
ciety all through the 45 years.

To these, two members and the others,
we say hearty congratulations and hope
you can continue to stay with us for many
years to come.

This Society organized as a Missionary
Society and for a number of years sup-
ported a native missionary in China. One
hundred dollars was sent every year for
this worthy cause.

This Society also has to their credit the
buying of the church pews which are very
comfortable as well as beautiful. I num-
erate just a few of the large projects that
this small group undsrtook to do, there
were many others too numerous to make
menticn of,

This group of young girls when they
organized were very strict about keeping
their membership limited to young girls
only, no married woman was asked to join.
Th.s ruling finally went out and the more
mature women also became members and
they did work of may descriptions. Much
sewing was done, and big sales were held
each year which were very successful as



well as all other projects they undertook
to do.

And thus the Dorcas Society has stood
the test of the years in poverty, or pros-
perity, a helping hand to all in need. Its
first obligation to the church itself and in
the homes, in the community and across
the blue waters. Many are the good deeds
of this Society, although not large in num-
bers at the present time we have a mem-
bership of 62 women.

Through these 45 years many of our dear
relatives and friends have passed on and
we like to pause for a momment and we
find consolation in this Bible passage,
“Seeing we are compassed about with so
great a cloud of wittnesses.” So we con-
tinue our work.

This Society is indeed happy together
with all the other branches of the church
to celebrate our 75th anniversary of our
beautiful church.

May we so live and work that we may
present ourselves before God and man,
alive unto good works for His great cause.

MRS. REUBEN L. EDSTROM,
President

CHURCH SCHOOL

“Train up the child in the way he should
go and when he grows old he will not de-
part from it.”” Proverbs 22:6.

I am going to give a very brief sum-
mary of the work in our Church School.

We have 'a combination of services. The
first part of the period is devoted to wor-
ship which consists of three important ele-
ments namely: 1. Reading of the word; 2.
The Apostle’s Creed; 3. Offertory. The
second part is the instruction period, in
which each child is instructed according
to his grade by very capable and efficient,
elected teachers,

We have a teaching staff of 20 efficient
teachers.

As our course of study we have adopted
the “Word of Life Series.” Edited by Vin-
cent Nordgren. It is a very practical course
as it brings God into the child’'s every day
life. At the end of each lesson we find
Catechism memory work, thought questions
and ‘study help which stimulate individual
thinking. Much could be said about this
course but space will not permit.

The church school also sponsors a Junior
Missionary Society which meets once a
month with the exception of July and Aug-
ust. The fifth Sunday of the month is de-
voted to missions.

During the Lenten season we sponsor a
“Mid-Week Children’s Services” with two
teachers in charge at each meeting. One
teacher leading the devotion. And the other

. brings the Lenten message in story form.
These services are very well attended. Dur-
ing the summer we sponsored a “Mid-Week
Bible School” with the pastor in charge
of the upper grades and some of our

teachers in charge of lower grades, these
were also well attended.

What a privilege as teachers to have a
share in molding growing lives! These boys
and girls are more than just pupils, that
we create by twos or threes as we mark
them present or absent in a class book, they
are citizens in the making, church mem-
bers in the training and the greatest of
the kingdom in the unfolding.

The responsibility of promting Christian
education can not be laid entirely nor
even primarily on the church school. The
home remains the first and for most nur-
sery of the Kingdom. The teacher may be
likened to a sculptor that works with the
plastic clay of his pupil. At best he does
his labor of love in a limited period of
time once a week. Then he lays down his
tools and draws the curtain before the ob-
ject of his art and returns to his task first
after another week. In the mean time other
hands are at work making or marring the
youth, Parents are the more consisten
sculptors of men by the care that they
give their children in the home. Under
their influence the young ife of our church
is being molded between teaching sessions,
between Sundays, in the home and in every-
day life even more than in church by the
most faithful teachers. In closing I wish
to quote one of my favorite poems, entitled:

EXAMPLE

"Twas a sheep, not a lamb, that stray away,
In the parable Jesus told;

A grown up sheep, that had gone astray,
From the ninety and nine in the fold.

Out on the hillside, out in the cold,

"Twas a sheep the Good Shepherd sought,
And back to the flock, safe to the fold,
"Twas a sheep the Good Shepherd brought.

And why for the sheep should we earnestly
long,

And as earnestly hope and pray?

Because there is danger. If they go wrong,

They will lead the lambs astray.

For the lambs will follow the sheep, you
know,

Wherever the sheep may stray;

When the sheep go wrong, it will not be
long

"Till the lambs are as wrong as they.

And so with the sheep we earnest plead,
For the sake of the lambs, today;

If the sheep are lost, what a terrible cost
Some lambs will have to pay-

MRS. GEORGE SWANSON,
Superintendent



. THE BROTHERHOOD

The St. Ansgars Lutheran Brotherhood
has served the men of St. Ansgars for many
years. It is composed of the men members
of the church and was organized in Janu-

ary, 1928, under the leadership of Rev.

Bergquist. The first officers were T. R.
Johnson, president, Carl E. Nelson, secre-
tary, Henry W. Nelson, vice president and
Abner L. Benson, treasurer,

Our present pastor, Rev. Nelson, took
over the spiritual leadership upon his ar-
rival in 1930 of the organization and has
kept it a live, working organization since.
It has served the social needs of the men
of the church, under Christian influence.
It has held regular monthly meetings, with
a few exceptions. Under its sponsorship,
some outstanding speakers . have been
-heard and many fine programs enjoyed by
the members. On special occasions, the
women of the church have been invited to
1he meetings. Refreshments after the pro-
grams are a regular feature. The Brother-
hood has contributed substantially toward
the improvement of the church with con-
tributions of money and has lent a helping
hand whenever labor was necessary.

The -present officers are: Carl Johnston,
president, Ansgar Selander, vice president,
George E. Dalton, secretary, Chas. Charl-
son, treasurer.

CARL K. JOHNSTON,
President

DAMARIS SOCIETY OR (EASTERN AID

This aid started on May 28, 1906 at the
home of Mrs. Edward Johnson, Rev. Bran-
dell pastor. The. following officers were
elected, President, Mrs. Theodore Ander-
son; vice president, Miss Josephine Nelson
(Mrs. E. Ecklund); secretary, Beda Young-
berg (Mrs. Victor Prink); treasurer, Miss
Josephine Norberg. These meetings were
held in homes with g membership of 26
members. In January, 1928 the first meet-
ing was held in the church parlors.

On November 27 1941, the Damaris and
‘the Deborah Societies held their first unit-
ed meeting and they called their society
the “United Workers” with Mrs, George
Swanson as their chairman.

Their first project they had was the
bath room at the parsonage which amount-
ed to $311:09.

The first rumage sale we attempted we
cleared $102.40 and our second one, we
_cleared $151.60.

We are giving $400.00 to the centennial
offering, we also donate to the Red Cross,
U.8.0. and send greetings to the boys in
service.

We received §$99.06 from our bake sale
and bazaar we held this spring. We also
earn money by serving lunches at public
auctions, sell Sunshine cards, sponsor birth-
day parties and Christmas parties.

We are now 60 members and we all
enjoy working for the Lord who has given
us so many blessings.

DEBORAH SOCIETY or SOUTHERN AID

Thtis aid was started in 1910. A prayer
meeting was held, then called Bonemotte
at the Oscar Helgren home first part of
January, 1910. At this meeting they talked
about organizing a “Ladies Aid.” Rev.
Edlund was pastor at the time, and ss a
Ladies Aid was organized at this meeting
with the following officers elected: Mrs.
C.” G. Soderquist, president; Mrs. FEmil
Wederstrom, vice president; Mrs. O. Hel-
gren, treasurer, and Miss Mary Chelgren,
secretary. The dues were to be ten cents
per month. Those were horse and buggy
days and they went from house to house
getting members and by the next meeting
they had 19 members. ) )

Then Rev. Edlund left here and Dr.
Mattson came and he thought there should
be a name for the Aid so he gave it the
name ‘“‘Deborah” “ty sade han, Deborah be-
tyder sa flitig.”

Besides the regular meetings every month
we have had outside activities, like fancy
work and bake sales and birthday gather-
ings.

f];r)uq:-zs were increased from 10 cents per
month to 15 cents.

At one time the membership was as low
as 11 but a membership drive was put on
and 15 new members were added making
a total ¢f 26 members. .

. In Octoker 1941 we emerged with the
Demaris Society intq one Aid called the
United Workers.



CONGRATULATIONS TO ST.ANSGARS CHURCH ON
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Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Lundberg
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Farmers Elevator

IF WE PLEASE YOU TELL OTHERS—IF NOT,
TELL US

Cannon Falls Farmers Elevator Co.
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“BE SURE WITH PURE”
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The First National Bank |
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CANNON FALLS, MINNESOTA

Complete Banking Service
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SINCE 1868

The way to preserve the peace of the world is to preserve

the purity and strength of the church.—M. Henry.

Peterson’s Market
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Cannon Falls Greenhouse

MR. & MRS. KARL HEILIG
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NEW YORK LIFE
Representative
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Congratulations on
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Mr. and Ms. Geo. Swanson

| Dealer

- Pure Qi Products

Congratulations on
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J. G. DILL €O.

Dealer in

GRAIN & COAL
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Manager

Well Wishes For Your
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Naticnal Food Storeé

GENEVIEVE BLOOMBERG

Manager

Holmer L. Peterson

When You Insure
“BE SURE”

Cannon Falls, Minn.




Greetings from—
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WENZ CAFE
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Congratulations on—

' Your 75th Anniversary

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Muyskens
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Gamble Store
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from
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Congratulations—
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E. D. Muchow

. Complements from—

BREMER'S MARKET

and

Locker Service




Compliments of—

OLSON & LINDAHL

Compliments—

CANNON FALLS

HATCHERY
GOODYEAR TIRES
GRANT BATTERIES “FRIEND & CUSTOMER”
VULCANIZING F° J. Gr e’be
Congratulations on
BEST WISHES— .
Your 75th Anniversary
' BEST WISHES FOR THE
LAMPERT YARDS 1sHES
LUMBER AND FUEL ‘CITY CREAMERY

Mr. and Mrs. N. Nielsen

SIEM HARDWARE

PAINT, REFRIGERATICN, STOVES, HEATERS & RANGES
GENERAL HARDWARE

Phone 84

The church of Christ glories in her history' for she is the
custodian of revealed truths, explalmng sin, 1nterpreung con-
science, manifesting God and pav1ng the way for man’s return

to God.—F. L. Patten.

MR. AND MRS. W. C. SIEM




CASH MARKET

The moral and religious
system which Jesus Christ re-

" COMPLIMENTS—

led and itted to th ... '
thareh, is the best the world | Norris Implement
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Franklin. Company
Johnston Bros.
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Compliments—
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HEATING AND
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Phone 179
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Ladies Coats and Sweaters

Compliments of—
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RED WING POTTERY

L. W. CARLSON and GIFTS

Compliments of —

CERGENS CAFE | HOIDAHL STUDIO

Extends
CONGRATULATIONS

on

» 75th Anniversary

REASONABLE PRICES

GOOD FOOD

And in Attractive Surroundings

Security State Bank

CANNON FALLS, MINNESOTA

“BANK WITH US”

D. Fay Case, Pres. & Cash. J. A. Anderson, Vice Pres.
R. O. Underdahl, Vice Pres. W. L. Eiler, Asst. Cashier
Gene A. Prink, Teller Kathleen Carnel, Bookkeeper |




