Nectes from our Chuweh History -Now and Then

The neizghboring churches of Firet Lubheren in Red Wing,
Vesa,Cannon River,Welch(oiow called Cross of Christ) Spring Gerden as well
ag our own St.Ansgars were founded by Eric Norellius. The life of this
intrepld ploneer pastor is told in tne book Erim Norelius by Emeroy
Johnson and can be checiked out from our church library, Mae Molsbtrom
shared & chlidhood memory of her fatherattending the fumeral of Yorellus,
her father's uncle, The book tells of many dlgnitaries attending the
service,which lasted five hours,-

For some years Cannen River was the church home for

Swedlan Lutherans in the area. Some forded the river,with &t least one
tragic drowning. By»i869 there were more psople in the village and the
church wag eatablished -at the site of the present Baptlst church. That

buillding was enlarged and remodelsd and served for one hundred and one

years.
The Swedish -language vas used in the service -mtil the
1520's Dorothy Holmes recalls that in her confirmation class,czlassmates
9

repeated thelr memory worix in the language of thelir home, which was
English in some cases. Pastor HMattson enjfoyed asking the bbdlingual members
guestlions in one language and anticipating thelr answer in the other,

Probably the Swedish language continued as long as it did for the ease of

parents and other relatives in hearing the confirmand "reciie the

gatechisa” st home. The teram '"reading for the minister" was used for

senerations,
Sunday school instructlon was sometimes held in the
Nelghborhoed. In summer some rural schools had a seasion of Vacation

Bible School. Lydia Nelson of Welchsnow 1n her nineties,remembers teaching
more than twenty students of mixed ages. The name "Swede School" stuck
long after the classes were taught ia English, and probably ended in the

thirties.



Look¥ing back tc the early years of our church history

has been interesting,and causes reflection on esr couniry Bikkebgry

1mpestin-s our churcr. Conditions In Furone brought about immisrations
, £ ’

the early settlers wanted thelir own church.
World war Two hLouched the life of the church when more than

seventy young people served their country. services were held Tor Tive
who mave their lives. Services of thanksgiving were held on V.L.Day and
Cther wars touched the lives of wore families.Gur local

V.d.lay,
veterans 'kroups sre working on records to update our knowledge 1In the

service area.
Qur church is ‘establishing an ongoimg collectioen.lteas

such as photegraphs Jrograms,yearbooks,and ofther memorabilia are wanted.

There is & wealth of information out bhere-share the wealth.
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The first church of our congregration -now the first
Rapblst ‘hurch -was sonstructed in 1872. It is believed some of the first
conshruction is still there ,although the building has gsone through many

aid-

/]

addltions and changes. Plans for the »resent chuir:h were begun in the

gixties,ground was brogen ia 19&9, =and dcdicatlion was made ian the spring

WO

of 1970. lt is worth noting that bucinecsmen and other friends of the

conzregation gave glfts Lo furnish and conplete the church and grounds.

This generosity was appreciated. The worbpaoe burning was & speclal time,

e

perhaps sooner than expected,in Lhe mid-eigshtles. The purchase of the
pipe 0rgan was Lhe ma jor underbaking of the eightles, financially speaking.

‘he addition of ucre staff was another concern of the
eightiseg,as the membershio neared,then passed,the one thousand mark., A
galute,boo,to all the volunheers,who help in many ways.

e contribubion of the wmaen's groups has heen
considerable ,providing finencial suppory and Tellowship. In 1Q70,a
copkhook cof favcribe reclpes was puplished and the sane year & plate
pilcturing the old church wés 30ld. Cne asmber alone sold seven hundred

St.AnsgEB's cooxbooks, &ne is the sasme lady who =makxes all those handy

note pads sold at the vazzar.
My

for many years the Ladies s31g"

nad a mele countsrpari-
the Lutheran Brotherhcod,which &lso a6t onthly. Thelr biggest and fand-
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rajser was the ice creak gocial
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The . fara Temily vhere the eveni weS tc be
neld mede a real effort Lo provide parking and present & well groomed
vard. The soclals were very well attended &nd the weather usually
cooperated. One member remeabers a June social wken rthe Lemperaiures fell
to the low thirties.

Luring the -Tortles and “iftiles,two reitired pastors lived
in our hown and assisted Pastor Nelson with communion. They were Pastor
Odell,retired from welch-Cannon kiver and Pastor Sandahl,retired from

{"‘

Soring Garden.



In the later years of the old zhurch,an office was created
near the southeast entrance. Before this time most of the parish work
was directed out of the parsonage. Family members greeted callers,took
messages,provided bed and breakfast for out of town V.I.P.'s,kept the
parlor presentable for occasional weddings and baptisms,and probably
went along on calls now and then., The old parsonage was used for extra
space for church school both on week days and Sundays. It was sold and is
now a private home.

-One of the earliest memories shared goes back to 1873.
The "mission fest" was & family type gathering at a home ,usually on a Sunday

aftérnoonin,mildaweather. People drove horses or walked,even long
distances to partake of spiritual food-and other food-and fellowship. At

one of these gatherings two infants were baptised who grew up to be long
time members of St.Ansgars- Harriet Wickey8s father,Ed Wickey,also Hilma
Holmer Peterson. (Mrs.P.A.Peterson). .

Another memory was of Pastor Mattson walking out from
town to Clark Valley,about five miles,to call on Mrs.8ederblad,who was
crippled and then going on to call on others in the nedghborhood before
returning to townm, This was shared by Helen Sederbiad Fredrickson.

Gus Johnson is probably ghe only member of the parish who

was born in Sweden. It happened he was in the first confirmation class
of Pastor Nelson. Gus said it took about two years before he felt at ease
with English., Coming to America at age eleven,it helped that he found

himself in a school populated with Rapps,Lundells,Bergs,Safes.and Edstronms,



More Memories Of Ll.haBHETS
. se.pers of the aaniversary Coak.Liee have olien referred
To the "red book',the hard cover book - oi- the -history of the flrst one
hundred years-1869-196G. Oaly a Tew can recall the pastors -of Lne e&rly
years of this century.  Pasror P.A.Mattson nere from Sk.Peter in l911,
having served &s president of -Gustavus Adelphus for-severad yeals. nere
cbout Pastor Mathsen later. At -times & studeunl- or lay pastor filled in.
Pastor J.E.Oslund cawe from 4oscow,ldésho in 1923 and - served watil 1527,

when he moved east-to Vasa-where he served until retirement twent vears
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.FPastor Blrger- Nelsgon _served from 1929 -1951. He was the
last of the pastors-bern 2n Sweden.,azd continued 6o lead worship in-ithe
gwedish langusge uatil interest waned. GQuobing the Yre8d bhook" ,we -learn
that services were held in English one -Sunday mornixig, -and- i-i:wedish-
the -next, - gradually enansging to knglisi-every Sunday morning aand-an
cocepional Swedish services  Fastor Nelson's daughler Sylvia wrote &
roox aboub parish-life in the thirties., - - .-~ T

Pastor Biorkman served 1951-1957. -During these pest-war

years abtendance lincreased.-and a. gecond service was-added. The Ejorkman
enllaren were the first small chlildren-ia the parsonagé in many yje&ars.
uring this tiae ths aengregation-vated»te-build-a-cenvanient ’odern
pursonzse on the lot next door, The Bjorkman family moed on beforse it
was completed. S T R T A AL .
TR . Pagtor Dan -Pearaon also-brought & young family Lo town
and had the honor of being the first to live -in- the- sparkking new-
parsonagie. As 1t -happened,they- were the only pastoral family-tc live there
Pimes changed,Pastor Jacobson beught & heme for his family and tge

parsonage was 80ld,ending an era.



