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St. Ansgar’s Lutheran Church Cemetery 
 

LOCATION: 825 4th Street South, Cannon Falls, Minnesota 
 
STATUS: Public 
 
TYPE: Historic, Site 
 
HISTORY: Cemetery for St. Ansgar’s Lutheran Church, 7459 Highway 19, Cannon Falls, 
Minnesota. 
 
OTHER RESOURCES:  St. Ansgar’s Lutheran Church 
 
      FindAGrave.com 
 
“Birth of a Swedish Congregation in Goodhue County: St. Ansgar’s Lutheran Church” by Loren Evenrud, 
History Happenings at the Goodhue County Historical Society, Summer 2019 
 

PROPERTY PICTURES: 
 

 
Cemetery entrance.     Goodhue County Picture, 2011 

http://www.stansgars.org/index.html
http://www.findagrave.com/
https://maps.co.goodhue.mn.us/PDFs/NRHPPY/StAnsgarNewsletterArticle.pdf


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For a time during the Great Depression, the cemetery was used as a town "dump" and it was cleaned up in 1937. A 
Swede by the name of Ferdinand "Fergie" Larsen gathered a crew and hauled 16 loads of garbage out of the 
cemetery. He was not even a member of the church. Here is a photo of his crew (note the 1929 Ford Model A in the 
background: Courtesy of Loren Evenrud, St Angar’s Church member. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
ST. ANSGAR'S PIONEER CEMETERY REDEDICATED 

 
On May 23, 2021, the historic St. Ansgar's Pioneer Cemetery was a rededicated by the members of St. Ansgar's 
Lutheran Church in Cannon Falls. The Cemetery was established in 1876 as there was a strong desire for a central 
burial site among Swedish immigrant residents, some of whom were early founders in the community.   
 
On September 20, 2020, a tornado heavily damaged the Cemetery. Over fifty trees were uprooted and several 
grave stones were damaged. Thanks to the effort of many volunteers and very generous donations, the Cemetery 
has been fully restored. 

 
The Cemetery Committee at St. Ansgar's Lutheran Church is in the process of verifying and mapping the burials. 
Anyone with information about burials at the St. Ansgar's Pioneer Cemetery is encouraged to contact the Church 
Office at (507) 263 3645.       Provided by Loren Evenrud 

 
 
 
 

 

 
St. Ansgar’s Church, 7459 Highway 19.     Goodhue County Picture, 2003 

 



 
 
 

 
St. Ansgar’s Church, 1870’s, 401 Bridge Street North 

Picture courtesy of St. Ansgar's Lutheran Church, donated by Barbara Middaugh 


