Our New Church

Our thoughts toward a new bullding began back In '84 when the church
council formed a long-range planning commitiee to begin a study of the
possibilities In the future. Members of that committes were: Herb
Johnson, Or. Willlams, Don Grote, Arvid Rugroden, Gunar Balstad, Chuck

program. The confirmed membarship of the church, at this time, was
387 women and 353 men, for a total of 740 confirmed and the grand total of
1208 baptized members

During the years of 1966 and 1987, countless hours were put in by the
various committees in planning the new church Chuck Scofleld headed the
Survey committee, Everstt Hedeen the worship commitles, J w.
Bunsness, the committes on Christian education, Dr. Hellickson, the
committea on administration, Arvid Rugroden, committea on furniture and
equipment, Oliver Althoff, committes on finance, and Ken Althoff the

COMI s G0 i ’ = o
Through ihe m’ﬁ’iﬁ.m plan the
church. The lirm of Glelten, Shelberg and Assoclates of Rochester was
chasen 1o be the architects of the new church. The local building committes

Arvid Rugroden, Curt Duden, Dr. Willlams, Dr. Hellickson, Speed
Fredrickson, A. W. Bunsness, Ollie Althoff, Don Grote and Ken Altholf as
chalrman

In January of 1969 cost estimates were presented. The general
construction and mechanical and electrical estimates came to $342,000.
Furnishing, architect's fees, and miscellaneous added another $52,000 with
agrand total of $394,000 estimated cost for the new church. During the year
of 1069, a local campaign was conducted to raise monay and §160,000 was
pledged toward the new church, In addition, a loan of $190,000 was
negotiated with the Lutheran Brotherhood Insurance Company and
additional loans from members, & loan from Security Bank and a Ioan from
St. Paul's Lutheran Church. On Aprll 27, 1969, ground was broken. One
year later, on May 3, 1970, the new church was dedicated.

Al the present time, a total of $258,000 has been pald off on the
Indebtedness of tha church and approximataly $137,000 remains to be paid
on the debt of the present building, In the meantime, countless contri-
butians have been made to improve, not anly the church itsalf, but the area
around It; the landscaping, the parking lof, and many fine additions have
been made an the inside of the church. Because of ths axlsting Indebted-
ness |t is necessary that we ask our members (o pledge to the bullding fund
or the debt reduction fund of our congregation. This fall, as Ppledges are
made, you may find an opportunily to pledgae to the bullding fund or the
debt reduction fund of the congregation.
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The Bell

wa still have, and also during that period of
time the first pipe organ was installed at a cost of $1000

Dr. P. A. Mattson came here from St Peter in 1911, after having
served as president of Gustavus Adolphus College for sevaral years. During
his ministry a new plpe organ was Installed In the old church at a cost of
about $2500. In 1965 we bought the organ from St John's church in
Northfield at $4000 and this organ, combined with part of the old organ, Is
the one we ara presently using

consisted of Pastor Pearson, Len Gysbers, Jim Cherwinka, Chuck Scofleld,

How Times Have Changed

Your atewardship committee got ahold of a proposed budget for 1955,
for St. Anagar's church and It has been quite a revelation to read It] The
total budget for both b and local was $15,600] Then In
addition, there was $200 allocated for music and another $700 aliocated to
paint the church. Therefore, the total budge{ approved by the Board of
Administration for all amounts and all monies was $16,500! That s indeed,
quite a difference from our presant budgel and |t shows us that not only
have times changed, byt our cong has greatly changed.
St. Ansgar’s is a much larger, tion than it was back In

855, naturally. And our needs have qr-lly.;;nq-m in all areas and our
budget Ia probably six or saven times this amaunt for the year coming up.
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Why This Theme?

By Ken Althol!

The theme taken for (his year's stewardship program Is from the first
book of Chronicles, the 28th chapter, and the 13th verse, and It reads: ‘'We
only give You what |s Yours already.'" This is a highly Interesting vnru”lm!
It ought 1o lead ail of us to some rather basic thinking. It Is easy lo say, "'We
glve You what |8 Yours already'’ but do we really belleve this? And by what
right does God have and own everything?

I think this leads us back lo the whole question of ownership. You may
own a home and you own |t because you bought i, You perhaps bought the
land and then paid someane to bulld the housae on It, you have an abstract on
It and deed on It, and s0 I Is yours; you own [t. (However, someday
someanae else Is going to own It and even that Individual lsn't going to own it
foreverl) You have an you awn [t you bought it. You
have a title card that says It balongs to you, but someday you are going to
trade that car or abandon It and it will belong to someone else. 5o It is yours,
yes, but It /s only yours for a time

Everything we see around us was created by God and so He has a claim
on |t by right of having made It. Surely, we have taken some of the things
that He has made and put them together In different shapes and forms and
matlers and called them ours. But the basic lact remains that He created
everything and Il is Hls, therefore by right of creation, The man who makes
It, Is the man who owns it. In this case, God Is the one who made it and,
therefore, He owns it.

And there Is this matter of our temporary visit upon this earth. This
bullding that we use as our church, It is going to be used by a whole
different generation In the years to come (That Is assuming il doesn't burn
or samething else ) And so we are Just In a sense sort of renting the building
for our lifetime and In the future somebody else is going o be in a sense,
paying rent on this building. So again, we are really tenants, not owners
becausa we are only going to be using this for a short time and then giving
It up when we pass along and someone eise will be using It

So when it comes to aur stewardship, we are In a real sense, paying
rent. We are paying the cost of the things we use; things like food, housing,
clothes, and things like aur church. But there Is another whole world beyond
our small world of needs and the things around us we have for dally living.
There is a world in need, in need of food and shelter and clothing and God
puts those before us with a question, ‘‘What are you going to do about these
children of Mine?"’ Or we could further read In Matthew 25:40 ‘‘What about
the least of Hia brothers?'* And not only is this a world of need ma ally,
but It is also a world of need spiritually.

The challenge is always before us — always belore us to take the news
that we have received and give it to someone alse. Pass It along |s the word
wa sing, pass /f along. That news Is simply and always that Jesus Is Lord
and Jesus i3 our Savior. So our stewardship program starting with the basic
theme ““We only give You what is Yours already’’ soon reaches out and
spreads ' whala world of material and spiritual needs and these are
exlremeiy vilal o you and lo me as we consider our gt

Dedication

. These two men,
tlan In themselves.
Church.

On the
81. Ansga

g the b font, are pict of dedica-
Both can be recognized as plilars In the Lutheran

left

of course, Is Holmer Petarson, certainly a pillar of
served for thirty-aight years as the financlal secretary
of 8t. Ansgar's. It was determined that Holmer counted the olfering
2,072 timos In those years. Thai's dedication|

On the right is the late Rev, Dr. Melvin A, Hammarberg, past
Presidant of the Minnesota Synod of the Lutheran Church in America.
Dr. Hammarberg was elected Synod President in 1865, and served In that
capacity untll the early part of 1976, Prior 1o becoming Synod President he
had sarved Glorla Del Church In 81, Paul, Arlington Hilla Church, St. Pau),
 Bathany Church of Das Moines, lowa, and as Director af tha Board of Warld
Missians of the Augustana Church. His fife of dedicalion serves as an
axample for all of us.




Life As A Young Person
At St. Ansgar’s Is:

slubing down ihe river

sfootball gamas

askling

erolter akating

sbowling

“Bible study

erolreats

shayrides

ummmmg

svisiting Red Wing Training
School

ssharing with other churchea

smovies

scampouts

=wolleyball

sbasketball

ssing-a-longs

sstirring pancake batter wilth a
tennis racquet

splaying snow football at -20*
for over two hours

shaving o ride a bus to
tha bathroom at the Holiday
station when (he sewer al
the Hammarberg Center froze
up

stiding thirty hours on an un-
alrconditioned train when the
temparature outside was 100*
(al least 120* inside)
*"‘caring for each other'* (ask
a senior leaguer what that
meana!)

scanosing

*Agape leasts

esin burning services

sbaing a rentad saint
sservice projects

spainting '68 Chevys

shaving plllow fights till the
feathers fly

*tieing Dave Mueller to his bed
epraying hand in hand

sback rubs at four in the
morning

eeating Twinkies

*mesting 35,000 Christians at
the Superdome

sLIVING A FULL LIFE WITH
CHRIST!II

Did You
Know?

We did a very brief survey on what
8. Ansgar's church has given to
benevolent work and the records
show that since 1853, our congrega-
tion has contributed $198,347 to

b We do not Hy

point to this as being a great special
effort in contributions, bul it does,
nevertheless, add up to be a large
amount of money and there were
quite a few special offerings that were
not included

Make ms love Lime ;
and take It a8 Your git to me
hour by hour, Jesus

From S Me Jesus,
Herbart Brokering

I i
From Bert and Gladys O/son

Many special projecta of the church wara financed by the Ladieg Ald
Chicken suppers sponscred by \he Ladies Ald were common. Chyrgh
Women living on farms were asked to coniribute the chicken. Some ywerg
reluctant 1o give becausa they felt that by the time they could make jj 1o
town, mosi of tha chicken would be gone

Members of conlirmation classes referred 1o thoss In their clagy a8
reading matas

'Begging tor the church’" was the expression used In carrying oyt the
financial program of the church. The gitt to the church was considered dygg,
not based on your blessings as we think today

The confirmation class met Saturday morning In a back room called the
Sunday School room Satlurday morning found the kindly old custodian
making a wood fire in the room heater to warm up the room for the
confirmation class Some of the class studied in the Swedish language and
others in Engliah

Changing from the Swedish language o English in the worship

services caused much unhappiness among many of the church members.

af the Swedi: '] thera were people in the area who formed

another Lutheran church, the First Lutheran or English Lutheran Today
we hear occasionally St. Ansgar's being called the Swede Church

Membership In the Luther League was made up of high school
graduates and activities were a planned program, games and fellowship
New Year's Eve Services were sponsored by the Luther League

Hannah Nalson, known as ‘‘Happy Hannah'', was an early leacher in
St. Ansgar’'s Sunday School. Many older members ramember her as their
first grade teacher. She also served as the Sunday School secretary. In her
reports she always included the weather for that Sunday. In the attendance
roll she reported the number of classes with no one preseni. Teachers
taught Sunday School for several consecutive years with rare cases of
having substitutes. Sunday School was held all year around. The lessons
wera basad on Luther's Catechism and Bible stories. The Christmas
programs were lengthy since every child gave a recitation

The Ladies Ald was divided Into three groups. The ladies living sast of
town wera named ''Damarus'’, thosa south were "‘Deborah’, and In town
they were ‘‘Dorcas’’. There was much competition lo see who could sarn
the most money. The feelings were not always too iriendly. The meetings
wera held In the home. A great deal of preparation was made by the hostess
— cleaning house, and baking all the food to be sarved. One member was
known to have canned speclal pickles to be served at the Ladies Aid
meetings. Later as church facilities were Improved the Ladies Aid met in the
church. It was common then to invite [riends, so there were large crowda.

Financial Secretary_

Our financial secretary has told us a coupla of interesting stories and -

ane concerns (he day that she found a $100 bill in the offering plate and
called the church secratary there was

been an arror. But, evidently It was given with every hlm“::n and thrl o

the largest bill that S1. Ansgar's has received at collection!

Our financial secretary also tells that one day when going through
envelopes comparing the money with what was written on the outsida of the
envelopa, there was a $100 error. A telephona call to the family indicated to
the donors that they had given $100 more than they had written down. The
answer was simply, “'April Fool '

What Is Stewardship?

Charies Jacobson

When we use the word "stewardship'’ we aimost always think of
money. And there s no question that stewardship Includes the use of our
money. As stewards of what God has given us, we are obligated to uss our
money in many ways and further tha works of God by that use. But we nat
only give our money lo our own church, we are aiso deeply involved In the
wider work of the Lutheran Church In America; in the area of charities in
the area of benevolences, missions, social work, reliel work, and on and on

A serious logiveg ly to the work of God grows out
of our faith and directly out of cur relationship to God as we are inspired by
His Holy Spirit. So Paul describes the generous offerings of the Macedonian
Christians by saying, **First they gave themselves ta the Lord, and to us, by
the will of God™ (2nd Corinthians 8:15)

The Biblical standards for measuring the giving by committed
Christians was the tithe — 10% to the Lord's work. Tithing Is neither a law
nor a limit, but a guldeline to go by as we support and give to our church
having first given ourseives to the Lord

But stewardship alsa includes the use of our talents that God has given
us. He wants us to usa them In His service in Hia church and He so
Indicated when He wrote, All these are inspired by one and the same
Spiril who appainted to each one individually as He wills...to each |2 given
the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.'* In other words, the
Holy Spirlt gives us abilities that we are to employ as members of the
church. So we thank God for the strong stewardship, both of our gifts and
our ablilities, from the people at St. Ansgar's. Many wlil hear the
commendation when they reach life's end...''well done good and faithful
servant, enter into the joy of your Master.'

Remember These Faces?

Test Your Stewardship Skills Below

1. What I our goal for financial glving fo the chureh? ELSL

2. Initiats of th stewardship program designed to reach sach
the mm.‘...,_ - <




The LCW Yesterday

Ona of th
Women -:n.:afo::,',:"s;'“,'"““mm of women's groups was called the
veled on and decided | 1e1y and was arganized in July of 1818 when it was
emphasia. In the year ‘;2 meal \wice yearly The purpase was mission
@ early bgéi:::iu @3 an Income of $43.70 for missions!
NEs In our church
o D‘:“U"ﬂlllon urch of missions emphasis by
'® Ol
a Doreas Socl . ©r groups organized 100, In (he year 1900, there was

that
congregalion met with :..: organized and nineteen young women In the

members. In 1908, \he D,
Damarus and Deborah Ll
1850, for exampla, thirt
the Young Women's Mi

‘amarus Soclety was organized and later on the
ocleties were united Into one group. In the year
::Ir:, yuunsg wiarnnn of 8t. Ansgar‘s met to organize
nary Soclety and the first president f th
i president of that was
“mn(:l;:'nrml’:léxd who ls very active to this day In the women's organi-
rrsmachillin g Ig:h In the year 1951, two of the groups, the United
ol lh:" llrr;lu.nsoﬂ.wi n&rqm 1o form the St. Ansgar’s Ladies
'eeling In October of that year. The fi
of lth:! u;nuu w:n Mrs. Ciilfard Hellickson . b
@ women have, through the years, had man:

s 'y, many projects — local

:'c’l‘pl::ly:na the church, In January of '53 they made the decision to
¥ remodel the kitchen and pul in new sinks, stoves and refriger-

ators and in 1952 they underwrote some
of the t of
sale of cookbooks and performed man ervioed Wi s rving fon

yllrln::onalalcnlly supported this particular program
s ;cynr 1959 was the big year of transition for St. Ansgar’'s woman
el n X tober of 1855, the three existing women's socleties; namely, the
circl:. Id, the Women's Missionary Soclety, and the evening misslan
e met and unanimously adopted the ALCW plan for organization as a
88 ALCW. The newly elected officers in 1959. President, Mrs. Norrls
::Imn, Vice President, Mrs. Gordon Fredrickson; Secretary, Mra. Elwood
nson, Treasurer, Mrs. Henry Daniels, Jr.; Education Director,
Mrs. Danlel Pearson; Membership Director, Mra. Howard Fredrickson; and
Service Director, Mrs George Young

Hannah’s Bend Park
Hannah Nelson

Edythe Scofield has given us a 11118 B/t of the pags 1hat 18 most inter-
esting, Cannon Falls has a brand new recreallon park now 1he lovely park
called Hannah's Bend, But she wande™ Now many peopla know who
Hannah was?

Her name was Hannah Nelson and 0/lenlimes she was called ''Happy
Hannah'', Shae lived in the house on IN8 Slreet directly above the park
which, until very recently, was a tangléd Mess of brush and weeds untll
Chuck Widholm, park superintendent, 9! N8 shou(der to the wheal along
with the Green Thumb crew and cleaned It 4ll up Whai would Hannah say
I she could come back today and see Whal & baayyjfy) spol by the Big
Cannon River is now named after herl 51® Was a nature Jover and when
Edythe was a little girl, she r bers that Hannah of carried
snakes In her pockets. She was a real colle€lor. She would make tha rounds
downtown and espacially In the drug 51978, digging In the wastepaper
baskets, looking for old cancelled stamps

For a time, she was secretary and Ir®asurer of our Sunday School at
St, Ansgar's and every Sunday marning $he would get up and read tha
minutes and repeat how much each class had given Edythe's brother was
In one of her classes and tells how Hannah would point 1o each word with
her hat pin as he read ''A, B, C, Katten sall phsne’’ In Swedish, of course
Who do you suppose learned their ABC'® In Sunday School those days?

Years ago, In the Sunday School at St .N'lnlr‘l. evaryons, once a year,
would be given a card to go out and ‘beg’’ for the orphans homse at Vasa
Each person who gave would write his of Ner name on the card and how
mueh. It was usually nickels and dimes and pannles

In our old, old St, Ansgar's church, INere were long narrow slits in the
floor In front of each pew for ventilation. One time, Edythe remembers she
drapped her little bag of coins down the vent into the dark furnace room
below. She was very frightened bul Hannah Nelson took her by the hand
and went down fo gat It

People Who Have Been
On The Church Staff
In Recent Years

Up until the year 1955, most church office duties wers taken care of by
the pastor and some volunteer help. Our firsi salaried church secretary was
Mrs. Jeroy Carlson (n 1955. During the years of ‘56 and '57, Betty Taube
Sparstad helped, and from 1959 to 1885, Irene Gryle was the office
secretary. Office duties continued to grow and in 1968 ta 1872, Janice
Widholm acted as secretary and presently, Betty Sparstad is the office
secretary with hours of 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. each day During that flve hours and
five days there are dozens of tasks; keeping the church records — such as

records, dding: ) etc., phone
calls, making many member calls, kuplr\9 the current address lile, weekly
notices In the church paper, paperwork'lor the church council, Sunday
bulletins, wedding bulletins, confirmation lessons, monthly newsletters,
preparations for the annual meeting, etg, aie, The church secretary has a
huge jobl

(hile, we. have nol_had a :uu;i# asslstani_ in, the year 1976,
ord| as the Pastor Foll ']
Kurt's ordination, Pete Velander has taken over and has been averaging
about twenty hours a week. But In January of 1877, he began a forty hour
week schedule,

One of the positions of the church thal was really one of long standing
was (inancial secretary. Mr. Holmer Pelersan served in (hat capacity from
the year 1831 to 1969| 2
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The Vang Famlly Arrives

The Stewardship Of Concern

Within our church we conduct a soclal ministry too and special people
, for

work on this There Is avallabl a ride to the doctor
for those who cannot make It. A Irip to the store or baby-sitting for those
who need |l. These are small things that this committee does. They also
work with the Vasa Children’s Home and children have visited our homes in
81. Ansgar’s and there has been rich reward for this type of ministry. Also,
there has been work done at the Red Wing Training School from the senior
league demonstrating the concern and Interest In these young peopla

Of special concern this year and last year has been the Vang family of
Laos and greal efforts have gone into helping them with food, clothing,
furniture, and many other special considerations during this very difficult
part during their lives and In the difficult time of adjustment to a new
country. The welcome and love shown this family has been a joy to those
who have participated and a real part of our stewardship program

Proposed Church
Budget - 1978

1977 1978
BENEVOLENCE
Synod and LCA $ 14,400 $ 18,500
Big Brother & Big Sister 275 275
$ 14,675 §$ 18,775
PARISH ACTION COMMITTEES & SERVICES
Worship and Music $ 2,100 $ 2,150
Christian Education 1,350 1,525
Church Property 2,900 3,800
Evangelism 300 850
_Soclal Ministry 25 250
Youth 300 300
Finance 800 800
Waorld Missions 250 350
Library 200 200
Tha Lutheran 650
$ 8,975 $ 11,075
STAFF & SALARIES
Pastor $ 14,300 $ 15,450
Church Secretary 3,750 4,225
Student Assistant 8,000 8,640
Custodlans 3,875 4,200
Financial Secretary 1,300 1,400
Treasurer 650 700
Organist 1,900 2,050
Senlor Choir Director 785 B850
Junler Choir Director 245 2680
Youth Cholr Director 245 260
Cholir Accompanists 300 300
$ 35,350 $ 38,335
UTILITIES
Church $ 5,000 $ 5,500
Parsonage 1,280 1,580
Housing Allowance 3,000 3,000
$ 9,280 $ 10,080
TRANSPORTATION
Pastor's Car $ 2100 § 2,225
Bus Fund 750 750
Student Assistant Car -0
§ 2,850 $ 3,975
INSURANCE
Property S 2,261 § 2,98
Soclal Securlty & Workman's Comp 2,000 2,200
Pension and Death 2,400
S 6681 3§ 7,161
OFFICE SUPPLIES $ 2750 § 2,750
MISCELLANEOUS 1 1,800
$ 4,550 § 4550
TOTAL $ 82,341 $ 91,951
GAPITAL IMPROVEMENT RESERVE 0 § 7,500
BUILDING FUND
Loan Repayment $ 25,500 § 25,500
$107,841 $124,951

What Would One Percent
More Accomplish?

One parcent doesn't seem |ike a very big incressa in anything does 117
When Il comes to our giving to the church, one perceni can be very
signiticant. In 1977 our budgei has been somewhare around $107,000. f
sach member of 51. Ansgar's had given one percent more of (heir gross
Ingoma, we would have been able 1o produce a budget of 8160,14011| Think
of iha additional minisiry to (his community thal could be accomplished
with $53,000(

It would be a good challenge for us I we decided, sach one of us, 1o
railse bur rate of glving in 1978 by one percent, |l you g five percent of
r-ur Insoma (ast year, give six percent Ihis year, if You gave three percent
'l « why nol 8hool for four percent (his year |1 each of ue Lakes on that
ghallange, one percen! could mean a lof
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An Important Year Organists & Choir Directors

The year of 1060 was a great year for 81 Ansgar s congregation. First,
It represented 100 years of existence hers in the Cannon Falls community,
and therefore, a century of grace and a cenlury of service. Al the same time,
it was a day for a new church buliding and the theme of that year was, A
New Bullding for a New Day’' Also in that same yoar we had an ordination
and another son of the congregalion was given to the ministry of the
Christian church, The young man ordained was Gary Olson. These were
greal gifts — ail in a single year — andl the Lord says to us, ““The one to
whom much is given, of him i3 much required

Walking Wet

By Lynn Payton

Thirty-four high schoolers and five counssiors from the Cannon Falls
area attended the All Lutheran Youth and Adult Gathering (ALYAG)
August 11-15, 1876, In New Qrleans, Louisiana. The young people came
from $t. Ansgar's, First English, St. Plus, St. Mark’s and Vasa churches.
The group spent thirty hours on a train to get to New Orleans. It was a
torturous and exciting irip, but once we got there the confarence met all the
expectations that we had

A typical day (If Ihere was one) began with Bible study via televisions
In our hotel rooms. We spent the rest of the morning and the atternoons
sttending varigus seminars and discussion groups. Evenings were spent
listening to bands, gues! speakers, and Jeining with the thousands of young
Christians there In waorship services. When the whole group of over
twenty-six theusand got together, we met in the fabulous Superdome. One
of the highlights of the conference was a march by over fifteen thousand
peapie from the the River In lon of our

ip We saw folk Operas, plays, concerts,
and an endless list of "
As we home

uper to

;ﬂiﬂl’y!p-kln
u-mnumawumuwmupmm
was a real celebration

It Came True

childran v e books are constantly baing added. The library js
open every merning bat and after services and grateful

The first organist of §t Anggar's was Miss Axeline Johnson and she
was followed by Ralph Strom Ralph was going to St. Olaf at the time and
when he had 10 leave, he askeq Edythe Scofleld If she would like to take
soma lessons and learn 10 lake gyer the [ob. As time passed, Edythe was
persuaded fo becoma the organjgy and she didn'l realize at tha time she
would be playing for aimost he next forty years — axcept lor four years
when Chuck arrived on the scena During that period of time, Florence
Haglund was organist and choir direstor

There were many choir pariies and Edythe remembers when big
buxom Bob Brynstad came made-up llke a Negro mammy with a red
bandana and a full skirt and hjg petite wife, Mabel, who is such a good
sport, was dressed in overalls as |he pappy. Pants for women were unheard
of in those days! There wasn't much choir practice that night

Other organists who followed were Maurean Pearson, Janice Widhalm,
Pattl Miller, and now Marilyn Jacgbsan and Marilyn Leland, Ghoir directors
at St. Ansgar’s were Roger Risty, Al Christensen, Bonnle Griep, Lois

Pearson, Joyce Waslle, Marliyn Leland, Charlotte Altholf and Connle
Neison. Qur present organist and gholr directors are Marllyn Jacobson and
backing up or

Mike Johnsan, with Marilyn Leland and Patti Miller also
assisting on the organ

:

During Christmas vacation 1976, a lew over thirty young people and
adult counselors ex| h:;:::rul to Jesus. Early one afternoon we

boarded a bus and traveleg he Hammarberg Retreat Center near
Brainerd. it was the hqm;,i:,,} a very speclal time of fellowship

~ We spent the next days eating, sleeping, studying, praying,
singing, worshiping, and piaying together. Somehow through the
sxperiances of a retreat ¥OU Qrgw exira close (o each ather and to Gog We
:'!'Vl_fn‘!ﬂﬁml::!’ what happen next, bul wa knew that Christ was

M‘i& ’ instance, we played anow footbali for
over two hours, even m:wm degrees below zero. I'm sure God
oyed the gamel I'm 8ure jg was With us In our Bible study and
“d"ﬂ-n‘“ﬂ’n'a:"&il'!! Bol kg got quite a canle.:‘d- when the sewer frgze
tati
ety “h‘“"" to a Holiday station to go ta the
Those couple of 88 ggryainly were an example of fha full and
abundant |ile we have |y W&: jearned that whan we give our lives
back ta Christ He turng "q@blﬂ 8 celebsation! |1}
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1 a youlh convention, Iraveling In buses
{he way. Wai it hard to siesp on the
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Jim Cherwinka never had a discipline problem In his Sunday School
class. Ask him why sometime and he’ll tell you why

Christian Education

A vilal function of a Christian congregation has always been the
teaching of the young. Here at St Ansgar‘s, ever since the church was
founded, wo have had a Sunday School or Church School of one kind or
another. Sunday School classas were traditionally held on Sunday but In
past years, have been held during the week as well as a matter of

programs in addition to confirmation
It Is Interesting to look al the record and
department of Christian Education. In the
Swanson. In 1953, it was Mrs. Vic Olson,
1954, it was Mrs. Vic Olson and Howard
Fredrickson was assisted by Arnie Nelsan

see those who have led our
year 1944, |t was Mrs George
assisted by Walter Johnson In
Fredrickson. In 1958, Howard
and also Jeroy Carison. In the

Small Group Bible Study
Captures Many At S, Ansgar’s

Ara you one of the participants? If not, consider artic) I
following groups £ B T of the

* Wednesday church school (youth)

* Confirmation {Jr High)

2 Hi-League (Sr. High)

* Adult Bible Study Sharing (men and women, week|

s morning and evening, Thursday evening) % Wadnndly
nits of the Lutheran Church Women (manthiy)

Once a person
group Bible Sludy it seemg o

Don‘t neglect this exciting adventure in growth

The Lost Coin

The litle of this journalistic effort |
wondered why we pickes laiinghla 'man :‘:1:?;;h?o‘n You may have
We all know (he parable of (he lost coin 1610 by Jeuy 5
wha has ten silver coins and loses one. She then fighta HU ! 18 about & lady
oul her broam, sweeping and searching in every or candle and takes
coin thal was lost. The paint of Jesus parable she finds the
sach and every ane of vs. We are not
erowd of milllona, rather sach of us fg Nevmary s amongs! a
® Are & couple analogies that can be mads m':::: I‘:'m Savior
the lime, tatent ang .o

NG oul 1o the ios
ndly, in inis
of time, talent and

8Iher an imporiang Individusl gn w

And every parson |
of miniatry thet e udn.t::::n:uiuuomr

Wae
have al 81

wach rheg POtentig)




